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THE KINGDOME 
APPERTEINETH. 
| TO OVR 


7 Vonder it is,that atnongeſt 
& {o many pregnant wittes as 
y 


(>) the Ile of greate Britanny 
$5 hath\pduced,{o many god- 
lie and zelous preachiers' as England 
did/ſomtimenoriſhe, and amongeſtſs 
many learned and men'of graue tudge- 
nicht, asthigday by Ieſabel are exiled, 
none is found ſo ftowte of courage, {6 
faithfull toGodynor louing to theirna 
tive countric;that they dare admoniſhe 
the inhabitantes of thar Ile how abo- 
tninable beforeGod, isthe Empire or 
Rule of a wicked' woman, yea of a 
traitereſſe and'baſtard, And what may 
a people'or' nation! left deſtitute of a 
lawfull head;do by the authoritic of _ 
Goddes worde ineleRing and appoin _ 
ting' common'rulers and magiſtyares;' 
That 'Ile'(alas ) for the contempt and | 
hoxrible abuſe of Goddes thercies/ of: 
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to Satan frome Chriſt Teſus, and frome 
his Gofpell ones profeſſed,doth iuſt- 
lie merite to be left in the handes of 
their own counſel, and ſo to come to co 


fuſion and hong of Granghy But 
yet I; feare that this vniverſall negli- 


| v- 


gece of (ſuch as ſomtimes were eſtemed | 


watchemen, ſhall rather aggrauate our 
former ingratitude, then excuſe this 
our: yaiuerſall ang yngodlic filence, in 
ſo weightie a mater. We fe our coun- 
trie ſer turthe fora pray to foreine na- 
tions, we hcare the.blood-of our bre- 
thren;the mebres' of Chriſt Icſus moſt 
cruellic to beſhedzand the monitruous 
empire of a cruell| woman{the ſecrete 


counſel of God excepted),we knowe 


to be the onlie occaſion of all theſe mi- 


ſerics: and yer with iletce,wepaſle the. 


time as thogh the mater did-.nothinge 
apperteinto vs. But thecorraric cxam- 
ples, of 'the auncient,prophertes, moue 
me-to doubtc' of this our, fact For Iſ- 
racl , did ,ynmwerſaljo / decline (frome 
God by.embraſing idolatric ynder. Ic- 


roboam. 
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THE PREFACE, 3 
roboam. In whiche they did-continue *-Reg-12 
cuenvnto the(deſtruction of their com 

>mon welthe. And Tuda withe Icruſa- 

lem did followe the yile ſuperſtition 

and open iniquitie of Samaria. But £16, 
yet ceaſed not/the prophetes of God 

to admoniſhe the one and the other: 

Yea cuen after that God had pourcd' 

furthe his plagues ypon them, For Ie 

remic did write to the captives it Baby Jen-39 
lon, and did corre& their errors, plain- ' 

lic inſtrafting them, who did remain 

in the middeſt of that idolatrouſe 
nation. .Ezcchiel' frome the. middeſt 
of his brethren priſoners in Chaldeay OR Ty 
did write his viſion to thoſe that were 27” 
in Jeruſalem; and tharplic rebukinge 
their vices , aſſured them that they g,q - 
ſhuld not eſcape the yengeance of God way had 
by reaſon.of Neir abominations' con * people | 
mitted. > 2120197 —— 
. - The ſame prophetes for comfort zed, who 
of the afliied and choſen ſaintes-of nwerlac 
God,whodid lichyd amongelſtthe 
probate'of that age (as comonliedorh' 


PIE ked their 


rs 


thecorne ambngeſt thechaffe)didpro-!chers. 
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| THE #REFAOCE. 
-  phecie and before ſpeake the. changes 
wy 3- of kingdomes,the j lillentes of 2 
erem. 4 6 | . 
EXh.zs Tannes,and the yengeance.whiche God 
wold execute ypon the oppreſſors of 
_- his/people. The ſame did; Daniel and 
— thereſtof theprophetes/cucric one in 
their ſeaſon. By whoſe examples and 
by the plaine precept, which 15s geuen 
to Foiiccommunding him that he 
Examples [hall ſay to the wicked ; Thouſhaltdie 
what tes the death. We in this our miſerable age 


-—# 4, arebounde to admoniſhe the world ad 
i, the tyranes therof, of their ſodeinede- 


time. ſtruction, to aſſure them, and .to crie 
vnto them, whether they liſt to heare or 

Exech.z, not « That the blood of the ſaintes, 
Apoca.6. which by them.is ſhed,cotinuallie cri- 
eth and craueth vengeance in the pre— 

ſence of the Lorde of hoſtes, And fur-! 

ther it 1s our dutic to open the truthe 

reueled ynto ys, vnto the ignorantand 

blind world,vnleſt that to our owne c6 

demnation weliſt towrap vp and hyde 
the talent committed to our charge. 


. Tamaſſured that God hathreucled to 
ſome in this our age, that it 1s pre 
rncn 


« 
# $77 
4. 


-T. . ow 
\ 


| thena moſtre innature, that a woman 
ſhall reigne ad haue empire aboue man. 
And yet withvs all; there is ſucheilen- 
ce, as if God therew®th were nothing 
offended. T he naturallman,ennemy to 
God ſhall fynd;T knowe, many cauſes 
why no ſuchedoGrine oght to be pu- 


you p® \ 
[5% 
n —_ _ 


bliſhed in theſe our dangerous dayes: Thre chef 


Firſt, for that it may ſeme to tend to {e- 
dition: ſecondarilic, itſhal be dange- 
rous not onlic to the writer or publiſh j; 


&r, but alſo toall ſuch as ſhall readethe king the 
writinges,orfauor this truth fpokens Ps in 


and Wi itihallnot amend the chict of- 
fenders, partlie begauſe it ſhall. ;neuer 
come to theireares,and-partlie becauſe 
they will not be admoniſhed/in{uchca 
ſes.l anſwer, yt any of theſe bea fuffi- 
cient reaſon thata truth knowen ſhal- 
be coceled;thenwere the auncicnt pro-/ 
_ of God very fooles, who lid not 
etter prouide for their owne, quiet-" 
nes, then to haſard their liues for rcbu-/ 
king of vices, and for the opening of 
ſuch crimes,as were not knowen'to the: 
world. And Chriſt Icſus did: iniurieto 
A 4 
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his Apoſtles,commiding themto pre- 

ache r ance and remiſſion of ſyn- 

nes in his nametoeuerierealme and na 

tion. And Paule did not ynderſtand his 

owne libertic, when hecricd, wo be to 

1.Cor.g, mezif I preache not the 'Euangile, YF 
feare,I {ay,ot perſecution,of {clander, 

or of any inconuenience before named 

might haue excuſed, ad diſcharged the 
ſeruantes of | God, from plainlic rebu- 
| Mat.z6, King the finnes of the world,iuſte caufe 
 A.18, had cueric one of them to'haue ceaſed 
LIT frame their office. For ſodcinlie their 
dodrine was accuſcd by termes of ſc- 
dition,of newe learning, and of trea- 
ſon:perſecution and vehement trouble 
did thortlie come ypon the protcfſours 
with the preachers: age , princes and 
worldlie rulers did conſpire againſt 
God. and againſt his anoynted Chriſt 
Teſus.But what?Did any of theſe moue 
the prophetes and Apoſtles to faynt/in 

_ their yocation?no. But by the reliftan- 
ce, whiche the deuill made to rhem by 
his ſuppoſtes,were they the more in- 


flamed to publiſhe the truthe reueled: 
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THE PREFACE. g 
ynto them and to witneſfſe with their 
blood,that greuous condemnation and 
Goddes heuie vengeance {huld folowe 
the proude contempt of graces offred. 
The fidelitie, bold courage, and coftan 
cic of thoſe that are palled beforevys, 
oght to puoke vs to folowe their foot- 
ſteppes,onles we loke for an other king _ 
dome then Chriſt hath pmiſed to fuck 
as perſeuere in pfcflion of his name to 
the end.Yf any thinkthattheempire of 
women,is not'of ſuch importance,that 
for the ſuppreſſing of the ſame, ariy mi 
is bounde'to haſarde his life;I anſwee, 
that to ſuppreſleirt;is in thehid of god 
alone.But tovtter the impietic and abo 
mination of the famezT'ſay,it is the du- 
tic of cucric truc_meſſager'of God, to 7! * receſ 
 whome thetruth is reuelediin that be- pe 

halfe . For-the eſpeciall dutie of God» ;, opt the 
des meſlagers is to/preache repentice,to impretic, 
admoniſhe/the oftenders of their of- whe be 
fenſes, and to ſay. to the” wicked, thou mt 
ſhalt:die the death, except thou repent. 1; cima 


This, I truſt; 'will no man denie to be welth.,.. 
the propre office of all Goddes meſſa- 


_ | Dot, no ONs 
[if . gers to:preache (as I haue ſaid) repen- 
lit: tanceand remiſſion of ſynnes. But nc+- 
{i .ther of both can be done, excepr the co 
{1t-  ſcienceof the offenders be accuſed and 
I .conuicted of. tranſgreſſion . For howe 
[11 ſhall any manrepet not knowing wher 
| | No men 1n he hath offended? And where no re- 
|  <anrep# rventanceisfounde, there can be no en- 
jg cr icie.ro grace. And therfore I ſay, that 
| Gane, of necellitic 1t. is, that this monſtrife- 
It -rouſe empire of women,(which amon- 
| F gcſt all enormitits, that this day do a- 
i ts vpan the face of the hole earth, 


|! is moſtdereſtableanddamnable)be0- 
il _ jpenlie reutled and/plainliedeclarcd to 
14 the world,to the end that ſomemay- re 


| pent and be ſaued. And thus: farre to \ 
Mics chefirikfortes:;(t- Sinyu3 IC 211 
|; . .Toſuchasthinkethat it will belong 


1; ©.”  beforcſuchdocrinecome to. the cares 
| +... of thechiefoffenders,l anſwer thatthe 
++ yeritieof God is of that nature; that at 


'1 I The" pro- one time or at other,it wall pourchace 
'Þ ear to it {elfe audience. It 1s-an,,odour; and 
wth, {mell, that can not be ſupprefied, yea it 
\ is atrumpetthat will ſound.in _ 

| O 
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THE "PREFACE. ms 
of the aduerſarie. It will compell the 


vcrie ennemies to their own cotuſion, 
to teſtifie and beare witnefle of it. For 
I finde that the prophecie and prea- 
ching of Heliſeus was declared 1n the 
hall of the king of Syria by the ſeruan- 
tes and flatterers of the ſame wicked 
king,making metion that Heliſcus de- 
clarcd to the king of Iſracl, what ſo e- 
ucr the ſaid king of Syria ſpake inhis 
moſt ſecret chamber. And the wonde- 
rous workes of Iefus Chriſt werenoti- 
fied to Herode,not in any greate praiſe 
or commendation of his doqrine, but 
rather toſignifie thatChriſt called that 
tyrannea fox, and that he did no more 
regarde his authoritic then did TIohn 
the Baptiſt, whom Herode before had 
beheaded for the libertie of his tonge. 
But whether the bearers of the rumors 
and tidinges were fauourers of Chriſt 
or flatterers of the tyranne,certein it 1s 


that the fame, aſwell of Chriſtes dori 


ne, as of his workes came to the eares 


of Herod: cuen ſo may the ſoundeof 
our weake trumpet, by the ſupport-of 


2.Reg.6, 


Mit.14., 
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THE PREFACE, 


ſome wynd (blowe it from the ſouth 


.orbloweit fromthenorthe it is no ma 


R om.I. 


The i7no 


rant mul- 
ti:ude 
bath ſet 


vp th: as 


thoritze of 


wome nor 


khnowinge 


the diter 


{o 


ter)come torhe eares of the chief offen 
ders. But whether it do or not, yerdare 
wenotceaſcto blowe as God will gi- 
ae ſtrength. For we are debters to mo 
thento princes, to wittc, to the multi- 
tude of our brethren, of whome, no 
doubte a greate/nomber haue here to 
fore offended by errour and ignorance; 
geuing their ſuffragies,confent and hel 
peto- eſtabliſhe women in their king- 
domes and empares, not vndcrſtanding 
howe abominable;odious, and detcſta 
ble is all{uch vſurped authoritie in the 
preſence of God'. And therfore muſt 
the truthe, be plamlic ſpoken, that the 
firaple and rude muleitude may be ad- 
moniſhed.'- 51 34 
-And-as concerning the danger, which 
may hereof inſue, I am not altogither 

Ldib and- infen{ible, but: that I 


 hanelaid'mine acc6pt what the finith 


inge of the worke-may-cofte me for 
minc-own parte-Fjrit, tamnot ignorat 


howe difficile and dangerous it is:to 
WER we  ſpeake + 
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THE PREFACE 7 

ſpeake againſt a comonerror, eſpectal> 4 7 
he when that the ambitious mindes of r | eat 
men and womenare called-to the obe- ſpeahe a 
dience of goddcs {ſimple comandemet. gains? 
For tothe molt parte of men, laufull ddeerrors 
and godlie appeareth, what ſocuer an+ 
tiquitic hath receiucd- And ſecondari- 
lie; I looke to haue mine aduerſaries 
not onlie of the ignorant multitude, 
but alſo of the wiſe,politike, and quiet 
yires of this worlde, {o- that a{ well 

ill ſuche as oght to-mainteine the 
truth and yeritic of God become en- 
nemmics. to, me in this caſe, as/{ſhall:the 
princes and ambitious perſons, who to 
mainteine their vault tyrannie do al- 
waycs ſ{tudie to ſupprefle tlie {ame./; 
And thus I am moſte certernlie perſua- 
ded,that my labour thallnot efcapere- 
'prehenſfion of many. But becauſe I re- "_ 
metnbte that accomptes of the talentes - 
receined mult be made to him, who ne- we 
ther reſpeGteth the multitude, nether: gifies. 


yet approueth the wiſdome, policie, g 
peace, nar iantiquitic, concluding or, 8 
determining any. |thinge-:againſt- his; 
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THE 
eternall will reueled to vs iri his moſte 
bleſſed worde, I am compelled to co- | 


-uer myne eyes, 0 ſhut vp myne eares, 
thatI nether ſe the multitude,that ſhall 
withſtand mein this mater, nether that | 
Tſhallheare the opprobries, nor conli- 
» der the dangers, which I may incurre 
for vttering the ſame. I ſhalbe called 
fooliſhe, curious,defpitefull,id a ſow- 
er'ot ſedition: and one day parchance 
i (althogh now I be nameles) I may be | 
||} Thecauſe attainted of treaſon.But [fins that im- 
rao p_ it is, but that ether I ſhall of- | 
thor to fend God, dailic calling to my c6hſct- 
write, ence,that Toght to maniteſt the veritie_ 
knowen, orelles that I ſhall diſpleaſe 
the worlde for doing the ſame, I haue 
determined to obey Godjnot withſtan 
_ ding that the world ſhall rage therat.F 
 knowethatthe world offeded(byGod 
des permiſſion) may kill the bodie, but 
. > Goddes maieſtie oftended,hathpower 
.to- puniſhe bodie and ſoule for cuer. 
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| ot; His maicſtie is offended, when that his 
| | [; \ prectptes arecotemned,and his threat- 
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THE PREFACE. 
And amongeſt his manifold preceptes 
row to his prophetes; and W's. c2 

is threatninges ,none is more yehe- 


ment,then is that, which 1s pronoun- xxech.33. 


ced to Ezechicl in theſe wordes : Sone 
of man,T haue appointed the a watch- 
man to the houſe of Iirael, that thou 
ſhuldeſt heare from my mouthe the 
wordc, and that thou maiſt admoniſhe 
them plainlie, when 1 {hall {ay to; the 
wicked man: O wicked, thou {halt af- 
ſuredlic dic. Then if thou ſhalt not 
{peake,that thou mailt plainlie admo- 
niſhEhim,that he may leauc hiswicked 
way,the wicked man ſhall dic in his ini 
quitic, but his: blood will I requicrot 
thy hand. But and if thou (halt plainlie 
admoniſhe the wicked man, and yet he 
{hall not turne from his way,ſuch a one 
{hall dic in his iniquitic,but thou haſt 
delivered thy ſoule. 

T his precept, I ſay, with the threat- 
ning anexed;togither withthe reſt,that 
1s ſpoken in the ſame chapter,not to E- 
zechicl onlic,but to cueric one, whom 
God placeth whatchman ouer his peo- 


. 24 
- ET 


ple and flocke,(a 
whoſe eyes he doth open, and whoſe co 
ſcience he pricketh to admoniſhe the 
' yngodlie) compelleth me tovtier my 
con{cicnce inthis mater, notwithſt an- 


dig the bole worldeſhuldbe: of- 


THE PREFACE. 
watchmen are they 


ed with me for ſo doing. Yt any 


wonder, why I doconcete my name, let 


him be aſſured, that the feare of corpo=- 
rall puniſhement isnether the onlie,ne- 
ther the chef cauſe:My purpoſe isthriſe 
to blowe the/trumper in the ſame ma- 
ter,if God ſo permitte:t wiſe I intende 


todo itwithout name, but ar the laſt 


blaſt, to take the blame ypon myelte, 
that all others\may be purged. 
yl 


| 


| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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3 
THE FIRST BLAST 
TO AWAKE wOMEN 

deg cnerate, 


=> (=>, O promote a woman to be- 
_F KS Arc rule, ſuperioritic, do- 
2 minton or empire aboue a- 
po SA ny realme,nation,or citie,ts 
repugnatto nature, cotumelie to God, 
a thing moſt contrarious to his rcucled 
will and approucd ordinace, and final- 
Hieit is the ſubucrſion of good order, 
of all cquitie and iuſtice. 
© In the probation of this propoſition, 
T will not be fo curious,as to gather 
what ſoeucr may amplihe, ſet furth,or 
decore the ſame, but I am purpoſed, e- 
uen as I haue ſpoken my Rat reds in 
moſt plaine id fewe wordes, foto ſtid 
content with aſtmple proofe of cuerie 
membre, bringing in for my witnefle 
Goddes ordinance in nature,his plaine 
will reueled in his worde, and the min-- 
des of {uch as be moſte auncient amon- 
geſt godlic writers. . 
And hrſt, where that T affirme the em- 
B 1 


pire of awomanto be a thing repugnat 
 ronature, I meane not onlic that God 
by the order of hiscreatio hath ſpoiled 
woman of authoritie id dominto, but 
alſo that man hath ſecn,proucd and p- 
nounced iuſt cauſes why that it ſo ſhuld 
be.Ma,Iſay,in many other caſes blind, 
doth in this bchaltfe ſce veric clearlic. 
For the cauſes beſo manifeſt, that they 
cannot be hid. For who can denie but it 
repugneth to nature,that the blind{hal 
beappointed to Py and codudt ſuch 
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Cauſes 
why wo- 
men || 'eld 
not hawe 


as do ſec? T hat the weake,the (icke,and 
impotent perlo CS ſhall noriſhe and 
kepethe hole an ſtrong, and finallic, 


that the foolithe, madde 4d phrenetike 

nece over ſhal gouerne thediſcrete, id glue coun. 

m2 ſeltoſuchasbeſoberofmind?And ſuch 
beal women,copared vnto man in bea- 
ring ofauthoritie.For ther ſight in ci- 
uile i il 1; but blindnes: their 


ſtrength, weaknes : their counſel, foo- 


 Tiſhenes:and iudgement,phrenclic,if it | / 


be rightlie conſidered. 

I except ſuch as God by ſingular pri-' 
owen 
onlic. 


Private 
eramples wiledge,and for certein cauſes kn 
# war / | | 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 16 
6nlic to him felfe, hath exempted from do not bye 
the comonranke of wome,zand do ſpea n w 3 
keof women as nature and experience june. 
do this day declare them. NatureT ſay, 
doth paynt them furthe to be weake, 
fraile,impacict,fcble and fooliſhe:and 
experience hath declared them to be 
vnconſtant, variable, cruell and lac- 
- king the ſpirit of counſel and regimet. 
And theſenotable fanltes have men in 
| all ages eſpied in that kinde, for the 
whiche not onlie they haue remoued 
women from rule and authoritie,but 
alſo ſome haue thoghtthat men ſubic& 
to the counſe} or empire of their wyues 
'were viworthie of all publike office. 
For thus writeth Ariſtotle in the ſecon 
| *deofhisPolitikes:what difference ſhal \, þ,n;, 
we put; faith he, whether that women rm Ari- 
beare authoritie, or the huſbandes that \ſtotels.yp. 
obey the empire of their wynes be ap- 
wo poo to be magiſtrates?For what in- 

_ - 4acth the one, mult nedes folowe the 
other;to witt6, injuſtice, confuſion and 
:diforder. 'T he' {ame author further 
eaſoncth, that the pglicie or regiment 
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| 1ſuiethe gementes (o Lord 
thirde cha abaſed man for his niquitie!I am aſſu- 
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-. AGAINST [TH 
of theLacedemonias( who other wayes 
amongeſt the Grecians were moſte ex- 
cellent)was not 46% to be reputed 
nor accompted amongelt the nombre 
of common welthes, that were well 
gouecrned , becauſe the magiſtrates, 
and rulers of the fave were ro muche 
geuen to pleaſe and | obey their wy- 
ues. What wolde this writer (1I-pra 
you.) haue ſaid to that realme'or natio, 

- where awoman ſitteth cro wned in par- 
liament amongeſt the middeſt of men. 


Oh fearetull and terrible are thy iud- 


R eade 


pie redlie perſuaded that if any of thoſe 
men, which illuminated onelic by the 
light of nature, did {ce and pronounce 
cauſes ſufficient, why women oght not 
to bearerule nor authoritie, [huld this 
 dayliuead {ce a woman fitting intud- 
gement,or riding frome parliament 1n 
_ the middeſt of men, hauing the royall 
crowne-vpon her head, the {worde and 
{ceptre borne before her, in ſigne that 
the adminiſtration of juſtice was in her 
power: 


E: REG 


whiche thus haſt 
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power:I am afſſuredlic pcrſuaded,I fay, 
that ſuche a ſight ſhulde ſo aſtoniſhe 
- them, that they ſhuld iudge the hole 
wotlde to be tranſformed into Ama- Amaxy- 
zones, and that ſuche a metamorphoſis ”& were 
and change was made of all the men of _—_— 
that-countrie, as poctes do feyn was wn, that 
made of thecompanyons of Vliſſes, or coulde nor 


at leaſt, that albeit the owtwarde form b#de the 


of men remained, yet ſhuld they iudge fag þ 
that their hartes were changed frome therfire 

the wiſdome, vnder{tanding, and cou- filed the- 
rage of men,to the fooliſhe fondnes id !7/ban 


| Sana 
cowardiſc of women. Yea they further pI 


ſhuld pronounce,that where women re1 

gne or be in authoritie, that there muſt 

nedes vanitic be preferred to vertue, 
ambition and pride to temperacie and 
modeſtic, and finallic, that auarice the Ariit.:. 
mother of all miſchefe muſt nedes de- 7obitc. 
uour equitic and tuſtice. But leſt that 
we ſhall ſemeto be of this opinion a- 
lone,let vs heare what others 20 ſeen 
and decreed in this mater. Inthe rules 
of the lawe thus it is written: Women 


arc remoucd frome all ciuile and pu- 
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Lib. 50. 


de regults 
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AGAINST THE REGT- 
blike office, ſo that they nether may be 
| it wo- hudges, nether may they occupiec the 
"if // mem may place of the magiſtrate,nether yet may 
| tbe. . they be {peakers for others. The ſame 
8 1 is repeted in the third and inthe ſcx- 
i} 3- 16-bb. wich bokes of the digeſtes: Where cer- 
Dige3t9- tein perſones are forbidden, Ne pro abs po 
mm . ſfuen,that is, that they be no ſpeakers 
\'} Ad Sena noraduocates for others. And among 
\} teſconſul. thereſt are women forbidden, and this 
of Fieens —auſcis added,that they do not againſt 
_ ſhamefaſtnes intermedle them ſelues 
with the cauſes of others, ncther yet 
that women preſumeto vie the offices 
13.3. due to men. The lawe inthe ſameplace 
poulatio doth further declare, that a naturall 
ne,Tit.t. ſhamfaſtnesoght to be in womankind, 
whiche moſt certeinlic ſhe loſeth, when 
ſocuer ſhe takerh vpon her the office 
Calphuy- and eſtate of mi. As in Calphurnia was 
me,  Eeuidentlie declared, who hauing licece 
to ſpeakebefore theſenate,at legth be- 
cameſ{o impudent and importune,that 
|  byherbabling ſhe troubled thehole al 
* ſemblic. And fo gaue occafion that this 
lawe was cſtablithed. 
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In the firſt boke of the digeſtes,it is D- ſatu 
pronounced that the condition of the —_ 
woman'in many caſes is worſe then of 
the man. As in1turifdidtio (ſaith the la- Frome w» 
we)1n recemuing of cureand tuition, in 1 power 
adoption, in publike accuſation,in de- abu) 
lation, in all popular a&tion,and in mo ,z, A 
therlic power, which ſhe hath not ypon lewe over 
her owne ſonnes., The lawe further will _ own 
not permit, that the woman geue any Pow. 
thing to her huſband, becaule it is a- LEES 
gainſt the'nature of her kinde, being natione | 
the inferiour mebre to preſume to gene "7s 
any thing to her head. The lawe Jorh = : 
more oucr pronounce womankinde to women be 
be moſt auaricious(which is a vice into couctuns, 
lerable in thoſe that ſhulde rule or mini pe 
ſer inſtice). AndAriſtotle,as before is Nanre 
rouched,doth plainly affirme,that wher 7ib.r. Ds 
{ocuer wome beare dominio,there muſt ge5t. de le 


nedes the people be difordred, liuinge giv. &x ſe 


MW {og _p . natuſcone 
and abounding inall inteperancie, ge- Tzwl.z. 
uen to pride, excefle, and -vanitie. And olitic,z. 


finallie in the end;that they mult nedes Toyo. 


come to contuſion and ruine. Lud be. 
Wold to god the exapleswerenotſoma gun. 
| B 4 
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AGAINST THE -RE G I- 
- 1, nifeſt, tothe further declaration of the 


Great im 1mpertections of women, of their na-. 


-——. 


Pr f*Þ% tirall weaknes, and inordinat appeti- 


na 


of women. tes; I might adduce hiſtorics, prouing 


ſome women to haue died for ſodein 
10y,lome for vapaciencic to hauc mur- . 
Romills thered them ſelues, ſomc to haue bur- 
Re of ned with ſuch inordinat luſt, that for 
Opps the quenching of the ſame, they hauc 
«razed betrayed to {tragiers their countric ad 
fo Caca- Citie: and ſome to haue bene ſo deli- 
mes the s | . 
dukedowe Fu of dominion, that for the obtei- 
of friaw ning of the ſame, they haue murthered 
| #»7abe. thechildren of their owne ſonnes. Yea 
js pear ad ſome haue killed with crueltie their 
* 7zdher owne huſbandes and children, But to 
buſbend. me it is ſufficient(becauſe this parte of 
Athalia, nature is not my moſte ſure tounda- 
EXPE tion) to haue proucd, that men illumi- 
Anton, nated onlic by the light of naturc,haue- 
Sabell. ſeen and haue determined, that it is a. 
: fone, thing moſte repugnant to nature, that 
Try, ,, womenrule and gouerne ouer men. For. 
woms.the thoſe that will not permit a woman to - 


IF graerct have power ouer her owne ſonnes, will | 
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| 4” beg7 not permit her (1 am aſſured) to haue: ; 


rule 


rule ouer arcalme: and thoſe that will 
not ſuffer her to ſpeake indefenſe of 
thoſe that be ——_ nether that will 
admit her accuſation intended againſt 
man, will not approue her,that ſhe ſhal 
ſit in iudgemet crowned with the roy- 
all crowne, v{urping authoritic in the 
middeſt of men.But now to the ſecond 
part of nature: Inthe whiche I include 
the reueled will and perte& ordinance 
of God,and againſt this parte of natu- 
re, I ſay, that it doth maniteſtlic rope 
gne that any woman ſhal reigne or be- 

are dominion ouer man. For God firſt 

by the order of his creation, and after 

by the curſe and-malediction pronoun- 

ced againſt thewoman,by the reaſon of 

her tn. (FO ath pronounced the con 

trarie. Firſt, I ſay, that woman in her | 
greateſt perfection, was made to ſerue 994 m 
and obey man, not to rule and comand ,,, 
hin As ſaintPaule doth reaſon in theſe don was 
wordes: Man is not of the woman but made to 
the woma of the man. And mi was not me» 
created for the cauſe of the woman, but rs 
the woman for the cauſe of man, and | 
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AGAINST THE REGT 
therfore oght the womi to haue a po- 
wer vp her hcad (that is a couerture in 
ſigne of fubie&i6).Of whiche words it 

_ Isplainethat the Apoſtlemeaneth, that 
- womanin her greateſt perte&ion ſhuld 
haue knowen, that mi was Lord aboue 
her : and therfore that ſhe ſhuldeneuer 
Agoodcs haue preteded any kind of ſuperioritie 
priſon. abouehim, no more then do the angels 
aboue God the creator, or aboueChriſt 
Teſus their head.So,T ſay,that in her gre 
ateſt perfection woman was ban; ro 
A new! beſubie&tto man. But aftcr her fall and 
weceſiityof ,ohellion comitted againit God, there 
womans. | hs 
ſubjettion 4s put vpon her a neweneceſſitie, and 
ſhe was made ſubie&t to man by the irre 
uocable ſentece of God, pronounced in 
worm by theſe wordes : I will greatlie multiplic 
the ſenten thy ſorowe and thy coception. With ſo- 
«ef God, oweſhalt thou beare thy children, and 


1%: thy will ſhall be ſubject to thy man:and 


Gene.z, heſhal beare dominiqn'ouer the. Here- 
bie may ſuch as altogither benot blin- 
ded plainlie ſee, that God, by his ſenten 

ce, hath deie&ed all woman frome em- 

pire and dominion aboucman.For two 


puniſh 


MENT OF WOMEN. 4 
puniſhmentes are laid ou her,to wit- 
te, a dolor, anguiſhe and payn,as oft as 
cuer ſhe ſhal be mother: and a ſubieGis 
of her {elfe, her appetites and will, to 
her hu{band, and to his will. Frome the 
former parte of this maledi&ion can 
nether arte, nobilitic, policic, nor lawe 
made / by man, deliuer womankinde, 
but who ſ{ocuer atteineth to that ho- 
nour to be mother, proueth in expericn 
ce the effect id {tregth of goddes word. 
But (alas) ignorice of God, ambition, 
and tyrannic haue {tudicd to aboliſhe 
and deſtroy the ſecod parte of Goddes 
40 00g women arclitted yp to 
e heades ouer realmes, and to rule a- 
boue men at their pleaſure and appeti- 
tes. But horrible is the vegeance, which 
1s prepared for the one 4d for the other, 
for thepromoters, and for the pcrſones 
promoted, except they ſpedelic repent. 
For they thall be deieCted fromthe glo ,;, aw 
ric of the ſonnes of God, to the ſclaue- niſhemene 
rie of the denill, and to the tormet that of women 
15 prepared for all ſuche, as do exalte y 
them {clues againſt God, Againſt God Clofthei 
ca nothing be more mamtfcſt,then that pmurers. 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 


2 woman ſhall be exalted to reigne a- 


boue man. For the c6trarie ſentece hath 
he pronounced in theſe wordes : Thy 
will ſhall.be ſubic& to thy huſ band, 
and he ſhall beare dominion ouer the. 


As God ſhuld ſay: foraſmuch as thou 


haſt abuſed thy former condition, and 
becauſe thy free will hath broght thy 
ſelfe and mankind 1nto the bodage of 
Satan,I therfore will bring the in any 
dage to man. For where before, thy 0- 
bedience ſhuld haue bene yoluntaric, 
nowe it ſhall be by conſtreint and b 
neceſlitie: and that becauſe thou haſl 
deceiued thy man, thou ſhalt therfore 
be no longar maiſtreſſe ouer thine own 
appetites,ouer thine owne will nor de- 
ſires. For inthe there is nether reaſon 
nor diſcretion, whiche be able to mo- 
derate thy afteCtios, and therfore they 
jhall be ſubic& to the deſire of thy ma. 
He ſhall be Lord and goucrnour, not 
onlic oucr th oo bur cuen ouer thy 
1% aneyER will. T his ſentence, I ſay, 
1 


_ did God pronounce againſt Hawa, and 
her daughters,as the relt of the Scri ptu 
res 
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res doth cuidetlie witnefle. So that no 
woman can cuer preſume to reigne a- 


MENT OF WOMEN. n 


boue man, but the ſameſhe muſt nedes Le altws 
do indeſpite of God,and in contempt 7” tix 


of his puniſhment and malediction. 


hede. 


I amnot ignorant, that the moſt part Afr 
of men do ynderſtand this maledi&tion to 4» ob- 
of the ſubie&ion of the wife to her huſ/*%* 


band, and of the dominion, which he 
beareth abouc her: but the holic ghoſt 
gcueth to vs an other interpretation of 
this place, taking. from all women all 
kinde of ſuperioritic,authoritic ad po 
wer ouer man, ſpeaking. as foloweth, 
by the mouth of faint Paulec: I ſuffer 
not a woman to teache,nether yet to v- 
ſurpeauthoritic above man. Here he na 
meth women in- generall, excepting 
none, affirming that ſhe may yſurpe au 
thoritie abouc no man. And that he 
{peaketh more plainlic, inan other pla 
cc in theſe wordes: Let women kepe fi- 
lence inthe congregation, for it is not 
permitted to them to {peake, but to be 
lubie& as the lawe ſaycth. Theſc two 
tcſtimonics of the holy ghoſt, be ſuffi- 


T. Tim-L. 


1 Cor.14, 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 
cicht to proue whit ſoeuer we hauc af-- 
firmed fore 2 to reprefle the inordi- 
__ of women, as alſo to corre& 


the fooliſhnes om thoſe that haue ſtw- 
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died toexalt wome in authoritic aboue 
man,againſt God, and againſt his ſen- 
tence pnounced.But that the ſame two 
places of the apoſtle may the better be 
vnderſtand:it is to be noted, that in the 
latter, which is writen in the firſt e- 
| py to the Corinthes the 14.chapitre, 
efore the apoſtle had permitted that 
all perſones thuld propheciec one after 
an other: addinge this reaſon: that all 
may learne and all may receiue conſo- 
latton . And left that any might have 
judged, that amongeſt a rude 'multi- 
tude, and the pluralitic of ſpeakers, 
manie, thinges litle to purpole might 
hane bene affirmed, or elles that ſome 
confuſion might hauc riſen; he addeth, 
the ſpirites of the prophctes are ſub- 
ic& to the prophetes: As he ſhuld ſay, 
God ſhall alwayecs raiſe vp ſome,to 
whome the veritic ſhalbe reucled, and 
vnto ſuch ye ſhal geue place, albeit they 
- {it 


ſit in the loweſt ſcates. Tack thus the a- 

oltle wold hauc prophecying an exer 
= tobe free to ww wh. hel 5k that 
ceueric one {ſhuld communicate with the 
cogregation, what God had reueled to 
them,prouidinge that it were orderlie 
done. But frome this generall priut- 
ledge he ſccludeth all-woman, ſayinge: 
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Frome 4 
generall 
priiledge 


i5 womais 


Jet women kepe filence inthe congre- (4,1. 


gation. And why I pray you? was it be- 
cauſc that the apoſtle - bh no woma 
to haue any knowledge?no he geueth 
an other reaſon, ſaying : let her be ſub- 
ic as thelawe ſaith. In which wordes 
1sfirſt to be noted, that the apoſtle cal- 
leth this former ſentence pronounced 
againſt woma a lawe,that is,the immu- 
table decree of God, who by his owne 
voice hath ſubjected her to-one mebre 
of the cogregatio,that isto her huſbid. 
wherupon = holic ghoſt concludeth, 
that ſhe may neuer rule nor bear empire 
abouc man. For ſhe that is made ſubie&t 
to,o0ne,mayncuer be preferred to many, 
and that the holic ohoffe doth mani- 
tcſtlic cxpreſle, ſaying:I ſuffer not that 


She that 
6 ſubrecF 
to one, 


mary not 
rule many 
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woman yſurpe authoritic aboue man: 
heſayth not, I will not, that woman v- 
f{urpe authoritie aboue her huſband, 
but he naqgerth manin generall, taking 
frome her all power and authoritie,to 
ſpeake, to reaſon, to interprete, or to 


* 


 teache, but m3: orgs to rule or to 


Tudge inthe afſem 


lie of men. So that 


woman by the lawe of God, and by the 


intetpretation of the holy ghoſt, is vt- 


terly forbidden to occupie the place of 


A Tron 2 
argumet. 


NOTE, 


God in the offices afore ſaid, which he 
hath aftigned ro man, whome he hath 
appointed and ordeined his licutenant 
in carth:{ecluding frome that honor ad 
dignitic all woman, as this ſhort argu- 
ment ſhall euidentlic declare. 

\ The apoſtle taketh power frome all 
woman to ſpeake inthe aſſemblic. Ergo 
he permitteth no woman to rule abone 


man. The former parte is cuider, wher- 


upon doth the coucluſion of neceſlitic 
folowe. For he that taketh from womi 
the leaſt parte of authoritie,dominion 
orrule, will not permit ynto her that 
whiche is greateſt: But-greater it is to 

re1gne 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 17 
reigne above realmes and nat1ons, to 
publiſhand ro make lawes, and to c6- 
mande men'of all eſtates, and finallieto 
appoint indges and miniſters, then to 
ſpeake inthe cogregation. For her jud- 
gemmet, ſentetice;or opinio propoſed in 
thecogregation,may be tudged by all, 
may-be corrected by the learned, and re 
formed by the [ie-But woma being 
Ks in ſoucreine authoritie, her 
a wes muſt be obeyed, her opinion fo- 
lowed,and her tyranic mainteined:ſu 
poling that it be expreflie againſt God, 
and the prophet of the common welth, 
as to manifeſt experience doth this day 
witneſſe. And therforc yer againe TI re- 
pete that, whiche before T haue affir- 
med:to witt, that a woman promoted 
to lit irthe ſeate of God,that is,to te- 
ache,to iudge orto retgne aboue man, 
is a monſtre in nature, contumelie to 
God, and a thing moſt repugnat to his 
will ad ordinice. For beta depriued 
them as before is proued, of ſpeakinge 
inthe congregation, and hath expreſlie 
forbidden them to vſurpe "7 kindeof 
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INST, THE -RE-GI1- 
zwthoritic aboue man. Howe then will 
heſuffer themto reigne ad haue empire 
aboucrealmes and nations? He will ne- 
uer,Ifay,approuc it,becauſc it isathing, 
moſt repugnant to his perfect ordinan- 


- 


- 


ce, as atter ſhalbe declared, and. as the 


former ſcriptures have plainlie.geuen 


tcſtimonie. To the,whiche,to adde any 
thing were ſuperfluous , Were 1t-not 
that. the worlde is almoſt nowe comen 
rothar blindnes,that what ſocuer plea- 
ſ{ethnot the princes and the multitude, 
the ſame 15 reiected. as doctrine newe- 
lic forged, and is condemned for bere- 
fie, I have therfore thoght good to re- 


 citethe mindes of ſome; auncient wti- 


Tertul- 


- han. de 


habit 
mrulicrw. 


ters inthe {ame mater,to the end that 
ſuche as altogither be not blinded by 
the deuil, may conſider. and ynderſtand 
this my 1udgement to beno newe in- 
EPrefaſiOn of Goddes ſcriptures, but 
to-bethe vniforme conſent of the moſt 
parte, of godlie writers, ſince the time 
of the apoſtles. Tertullian in his boke 
of womens apparell,afrer that he hath 


ſhe wed many. cauſes why gorgious ap=, 


parcll 1S abominable and odioulc in a 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 1318 
 woman,addcth theſe wordes, ſpeakin 
7as it were to cuery woma by name DR 
'thou not knowe (ſaith he) that; thou 
'art Heua? the fentence of God liueth 
"and is effectuall againſt this kind, and 
'inthis worlde of neceſſity it is,that the 
"-puniſhement alfo live. "Thou art the 
Porte and gate of the deuil. Thou art 
*thefirſt traſgreſſor of goddes law.thou 4 wont 
diddeſt SA ad eaſfely decciue him hearken | 
-whome the deuil durſt not afſault.For _— wb. 
thy merit(thatis for thy death) it beho OI 
ued the {one of god to ſuffre the death, torſaiths 
43d doth it yet abide in thy mind to dec- 
ketheaboue thy{kin coate&?Bytheſe 3d 
many other graue ſenteces, and quicke 
interrogations, did this godlic writer 
labour to bring eucric woman in con- 
templation of Fier {elfe, to the end that 
eucrrte one depelic weying, what ſenten 
cc God had * oopume againſt the hole 
race ad doughters of Heua, might not 
onely learne daily to humble and ſub- 
ie&t them ſclues in the preſence of God, 
bur alſo that they ſhulde auoide 4d ab- 
horrewhat focuer thing might cxalte 
& 2 


\ 


; 


; bd 


yaine gloric doth eaſclie carie yp the 
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them or puffe them yp in pride, or that 


might be occaſton,that they ſhuld for- 
get thecurſe and malediQionof God. 


And what, I pray you, is more ableto 


cauſe woman to forget her owne con- 
dition,then if ſhe be lifted vp in autho- 
riticaboue man? It is a thing ycrie dif- 
ficile toa man, (be he ncuer FP coſtant) 


| promperent to honors, not to be tickled 


ome what with pee for the winde of 


NO rs. drieduſt of the earth). oy as for wo- 
b 


Tertull, 
Lb.8.de 
Tir g 1mt- 
bus ve 


ds. 


man, it is no more poſlible,that ſhe be- 
ing ſet aloft in authoritie aboue man, 


ſhallrefiſt the motions of pride, then it 


is able to the weake reed,or to the tur- 
ning wethercocke, not to bowe or tur- 
ne at the ychemencic of the ynconſtant 
wind. And therfore the ſame writer ex- 
preſlie forbiddeth all woman to intre- 
medle with the office of man. For thus 
he writeth in his book devirgimbus velandu: 
It is not permitted to a woman,to {pea 
ke in the cogregatien,nether to $1458 
nether to baprtiſc, ncther to vendicate 


to herſclte any office of man. T he {; - 2h 
c 
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he ſpeaketh yet gore plainly inthe pre 
face ef his ſixte boke wriren againſt 


- Marcion, where he recounting certein' 7» pro- 
monſtruous thinges, whiche were to be "2 5-66. 


ſene at the ſea called Evximm, amongeſt - 
thereſt, he reciteth this as a greate mon 

ſtre in nature,that women in thoſe par- 
tes, were not tamed nar embaſed by 
colideration of their own ſex and kind: 
but that all ſhame laide a parte, they' 
made expenſesvpon weapons and lear- 
ned the feates of warre, hauinge more. 
leaſure to fight,then to mary and be 
Fabiea to man. Thus farre of Tertul-' 
lian, whoſe wordes be fo plain, that 
they nede no explanation. For he that 
taketh from her all office apperteining 
to man, will not ſuffre her to reigne a- 
bouc man:and he that iudgeth ita mon 
ſtre in nature, that a woman ſhall exer- 
ciſe weapons,muſt judge it to be a mon 
ſtre of monſtres, that a woman ſhalbe 
exalted aboue a hole realme and nati6. | 
Of the ſame minde is Origen, and di- ' 

uers others. Yea cuentill Th dayes of 
Auguſtine, whoſe ſentences Tomit to ' 
C 3 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 


to auoide prolixitic. 
A ine in his 22. boke writen a- 
gal Fauſtus, proueth that a woman” 


O ;hrt to ſerue her huſbid as vnto God: 
attirming that inno hy hath'woman 


. equally ower with man,ſauing thatne-. 
t 


er of both haue power ouer their ow- 
ne bodies. By whiche he wold plainlie, 
coclude,that woman oght neuer to pre 
tend nor thirſt for that power ad autho. 
ritie which is due to mi. For ſo he doth 
| explanc him ſelfe in an other place, af- 
firming that woman oght to be repre(- 
{ed F. brideled be times, if ſhe aſpire 
to any dominion: alledging that dan- 
gerous and perillous.it 15.to ſuffre her 
to tO proaches althogh i it bein temporall 
corporall thinges. And therto he 
addeth theſe wordes:God ſeeth not for 
a Ny perks is there any newe thinge 
his. fight and knowledge, meaninge | 
hetbreY 1t what God hath ſcene in one 
woman (as concerning dominion and 
bearin of authoritiehe ſame he ſceth 
inall, what: he hath forbidden to. 


one, the ſame he alſo forbiddeth to all. 
And 


: | 4 = "A = a , i : 
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pow he writeth,mouing this queſtion: 
owecan womia bethe 1imageof God, 


ſcing (faith he)ſhe is fubie& to'man;' 
and hath none authoritie; nether to te-" 


ache, nether to be witnefle, nether to 
iudge, muche lefle to rule, or beare em- 


pire? Theſe be the verie wordesof Au-' Nor. 
guſtine, of which it iscuident that this: 
godlie writer, doth not onelie agree: 
withe 'Fertullian before recited, but. 


alſo with the former ſentence of the 


lawe, whiche taketh frome woman not 
onelie all authoritie amongeſt/ men, 
bur alſo: cucrie office apperteining to- 


man: To the queſtion howe ſhe can be 


the image of God, he anſwereth'as folo- 
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And this moſt euidetlie yet inan other” » que. 
, veters Te 
taments, 


queſt.45- 


— 


I 


weth.Womi/ſaith he) va fa to other” 


creatures is the image © 


beareth dominion ouer theme but _ 
Ee 


red vnto man,ſhe may not becalledt 


image of God, for the bearcthinot rule: 

and lord{hip ouer ma, but oghtito obey: 

howe that woman'oght to' z:b.de c5 
obey man,he {ſpeaketh yet moreclearl 16 fineutiay 
inthefe words:the woma thalbe ſubie& + 


him &Cc. 


C 4 


God; for the 
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———LAGAINST THE REGH1- 
to. manas ynto Chriſt. For womi (ſaith 
he)hath not her example frome the bo. 
dic and fromthe fleſhe,that ſo ſhe ſhal- 

be ſubic&tto man, as the fleſhe is vnto 
» theſpirite, Becauſethattheflcſhin the 
weaknes and mortalitic of this life, lu- 

- ſtethand ſtriveth againſt the ſpirit, ad 
therfore-wold oebolic ghoſt geue 
example of ſubiefion to the woma of 

any ſuche thing &c- This ſentece of Au 
guſting oght to be noted of all women, 

or in it he plainlie affirmeth, that wo- 

man oght to be {ubie& to man, that ſhe 

neuer oght, more to delire preeminence 

 aboue him, thenthat ſhe oght rodelire 

aboue Chriſte Ieſus.With Auguſtine a- 
greeth in euerie point S. Ambroſe, who: 

Ambroſ. thus writeth in his Hexaemeron:Adam 
in Hexa- was decciued by Heua, and not'Heua 
ao, by Adamzand therfore iuſt it is,that wo 
5*7* manreceiue and acknowledge him for 
gouernor whomſhe called to ſinne, leſt 

that again ſhe ſlide and fall by woman- 

lie facilitic. And writing vpon thee- 

Caps. piſtle tothe Epheſians, he faith: let, 

women be ſubic& totheir owne huſ- 
bandes 
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bandes as vnto the Lorde: for theman 
is heade to the-woman, and Chriſt is 
headeto the cogregation, and heis the 
ſauiour of the bodie:but the congrega- 
tion is ſubic&to Chriſt, euen F oght 
wome to be to their huſbidesin all Nin 
ges. He procedeth further ſaying : wo- 
men are commanded to be ſubie& to 

men by the lawe of nature, becauſe that 
man is the author or beginner of the 

woman:for as Chriſt is the head of the 
churche,ſ{o is man of the woman. From 

Chriſt,the church toke beginning, and 

therfore it is ſubie& vnto him: cuenſo 
did woman take beginning fromman, 

that ſhe ſhuld be ſubie&. Thus we heare 

the agreing of theſe two writers to be 
ſuch,that a man might iudge the one to 
haue ftolen the wordes and ſentences 
from the other. And yet plain it is, that 
duringe the time of their writinge, the 
one was farre diſtant frome the other. 

But the holic ghoſt, who is rhe {pirite 
of concorde and vnitie, did ſo illumi- 
nate their hartes,and direRe their ton- 


ges, and pennes, that as they did con- 
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CET EU RENE DOES ROPE RR bio Ie > 
- AGAINST THE REGI- 
_ ceiue ad vnderſtad one truth, ſo did they 


pronounce and vtter the ſame, leauing 
a teſtimonie of their knowledge and 
Fi concorde to vs their poſteritie. If any. 
I thinke that all theſe former ſenteces, be 
# {poken onelic of the \ubic&ion of the 
maryed womi to her huſband,as before = 
I haue proued the c6trarie,by the plain 
| wordes ad reaſoning of S. Paulc,ſo (hal 
' Lhortlie do the ſame, by other teſtimo 
Ambrof; nies of the forſaidwriters. TheſameAm 
ſuper2.c. broſe writing vpon the ſecond chapitre 
__ "% of the firſt epiſtleto Timothic, after he 
hath ſpoken muchof the ſimple array- 
met of women:he addeth thelc wordes: 
woman ognt not onelic to hauec {imple 
arraymet,butallauthoritie is to be de-/ 
nied ynto her: for ſhemuſt be in ſubte- 
-% &ion to man (of whome ſhe hath taken 
ber originall) aſwell in habit as in ſerui 
cc, And after a fewe wordes he ſaith:be-, 
cauſe that death did entre in to the 
world by her, there is no boldenes that 
oght be permitted ynto her, but ſhe: 
oght to be in humilitic. Hereof it is: 
plain,that frome all woman,be [he ma- 
Pj ricd, 
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ried or vnmaried, ts all authoritie taken - 

to execute any office, that appertci- 
nethto man.Yea plain it is that all wo- 

man 15 rarmeheri wry to ſ{erue, to be in 
humilitic and ſubicCtion. Whiche thing 

yet /{pcaketh the ſame writer , more 
plainlic in:theſe wordes : It is not per="Ambroſ: 
mitted to wome to ſpeake, but ro bein-# 1-4p1t- 
ſilence, as the lawe ſaith.What ſaith the jo EY 
lawe? Vntothy huſband, ſhall thy con- Gin 
uerſfion be, and he ſhall beare domi- 

nion ouer the. This 1s a ſpeciall lawe: 

(faith Ambroſe) whoſe ſentence, leſt it: 
ſhulde be violated, infirmed, or made 


weake,women are commanded to be in 
ſilence. Here he ancludeth all women. ph, 
And yet he pcedeth further in the ſame —__ 


place ſaying: It is ſhame for them to pre 5k A 
ſume to ſpeake of the lawe in the houſe theparba 
of the Lord, who hath commided them hoc 


to be ſubie& to their men. But moſte | ng 


plainly ſpeaketh he writing vp6 the16. 'deuilles? 
chapitreof the epiſtle of $.Paule to the Xvfis » 


OE. | F by $.Paid 
Romaines, VpÞOn theſe wordes : Salute luted be 


Rufus and his mother. For this caule;,. j,;, 
(ſaith Ambroſe) did the apoſtle place mother. 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 
Rufus before his| mother, for the ele- 
ion of the adminiſtrationof the gra- 
ce of God,in the whiche a woman hath 
no place. For he was choſen and promo 
ted by the Lorde, to take care ouer his 
buſines,that is, ouer the churche, to the 
whiche office could not his mother be 
appointed,albeit ſhe was a woman ſo 
holie, that the apoſtle called her his mo 
ther. Hereof it is plaine that the admi- 
niſtration of the grace of God, is de- 


nied to all woman. By the adminiſtra-' 


tion of Goddes grace, is ynderſtid not 
onely the preaching of the worde and. 
adminiſtration of the ſacramentes, by 


| the whichethe grace of God is preſen- 


ted and ordinarilie diſtributed vnto 
man, but alſo the adminiſtration of ci- 


ule tuſtice, by the whiche, vertue oght 


to be mainteined, and yices puniſhed. 
The execution wherof is no lefle de- 
nied to woma, then is the preneniny of 


the Euangile, or adminiſtration of the. 


ſacrametes,as herafter ſhall moſt plain- 
lieappeare. 
Chryſoſtome amongeſt the Grecian 


writcrs 
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MENT OF WOMEN, 2; 
writers of no {mall credit, ſpeaking in 

rebuke of men, who in his dayes, were 
/becomen infetior to ſome women in 

witt and in godlines,faith:for this cau- chryſofF. 
ſe was woman put vnder thy power (he homl.c7. 
{pcakethto manin generall) and thou 23% 
waſt pronounced: Lorde ouer her, that 

ſhe ſhulde obey the, and that the head 

{huld not folowe the feet. But often it 

is,that we ſce the contrary, that he who 

in his ordre oght to bethe head, doth 

not kepe the ordre of the feet (that is, 

doth not rule the feet)and that ſhe,thar 

is in place of the foote,is conſtitute. to 

be the head. He ſpeaketh theſe wordes 
as it were inadmiration,that man was N,0T E, 
becomen {o brutiſh,that he did not co- 

ſider it to be a thing moſt monſtruouſe, 

that woman ſhulde be preferred to man _ 
inany thing, uhom God had ſ{ubie&ed 

to man in all thinges. He procedeth 

ſaying : Neuer the lefle it is the parte 

of the man, with diligent care to repel 

the woman, that geueth him wicked 
counſel: and woman, whiche gaue that 
peſtilent counſel to man,oght at all ti- 
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AGAINST THE RE GI1- 
mes to haue the puniſhment, whiche 
was geue to Heua,ſfofiding in hcreares. 

Hemil.15 And nan other place he induceth God 
"Gave; {peaking to the womi in this forte: Be- 
cauſe thou keft him, of whoſe nature 
thou waſt participant, and for whome 
thou waſt formed, ad haſt had pleature 
to hane familiaritie with that wicked 
beaſt, and wold take his counſel : ther- 
fore I fubie&t the to man, and T apointe 
and affirme him'to be thy Lorde, that 
thou maiſt acknowledge his dominion, 
ad becauſe thou couldeſt not beare rule 

_ learne well to be ruled: Why they ſhulde 
antall wo hot bearerule,he declareth, in other pla 
me bar- ces, ſaying: womankinde is imprudent 
1. and ſoft,(or flexible) impradent be- 
and folow caulc ſhe can ot conſider withe will. 
»hic ſanc- dome and reaſon the thinges whichſhe 
&... heareth and ſceth: and ſofteſhe is, be- 
| eauſcſhe is eaſelie bowed. I knowe that 
I» Mat. Chryſoftome bringeth'in theſe wordes 
xr Po to declare the cauſe why falſe prophe- 
+4 . tes do commontiedeceiue women : be+ 
cauſe they are calchie perſuaded to any 
opinion , eſpectallic if it be againſt 

God, 
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MENT OP WOMEN.-) 24 
God,and becauſe they lacke prudence 
and right rcaſon'to iudge the thinges 
that be ſpoken. But hereof may theirna 
ture be e{pied,ad the vices of the ſame, 

 #hiche in no wiſe oght to be in thole, - 
that are apointed to gouerne. others; , 
For they oght to be Foliany Reb/egges 
dent ad doing cueriething with diſcre- 
tion and "_— whiche vertues womett 

'can not haue in equalitie with men. 
For that he doth witneſſe in an other women 
place,{aying:wome haue in themſelues © nf 
atickling and ſtudie of vaine gloric,ad a tee 
that they may haue common with men: quayzie 

they are {odceinlie moued to anger, and with md. 

that they hauc alſo.common with ſome {4*?hx 

men. But vertues in which they excell, "MCA 
they haue not comon with man,ad ther- yoT EF, 
tore hath the apoſtle remoued the from 

the oftice of teachinge, which is an eui- |. 

det proof that in vertue they farre differ 

frome man. Let the reaſons of this wri- 

tcr be marked,for further he yet proce- 

deth: after that he hath in many wor- 

des lamented the effeminate-maners of 

men, who were {o farre degenerateto 

the weaknes of wome,that Pe might 
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AGAINST THE REGT- 
haue demanded: why may not womet 
teache amongeſt Face a ſorte of men, 
who in wiſdome and godlines- are be 
come inferior ynto womer?He finallie 
concludeth: that not withſtanding thar | 
. men be degenerate,yet may not women 
viurpe any authoritie aboue them, and 
in the end, he addeth theſe wordes : | 
| | Theſe thinges do not1 ſpeake to ex- , 
tolle them (that 15 women) but to the | 
confuſion and ſhame of out ſelues, and | 
to admonith vs to take again the -domi | 
nion, that is mete and conuenient for 
vs, not onelie that power which is ac- | | 
| cording to the excellencic of dignitic: R 
YHebody but that which is accordinge to prout- 
I 
| 


| tchinge- dencezand according to helpe, and ver- 
oQ a tue. For thenis the bodie inbeſt propor 
<1over tion, whenit hath the beſt gouernor. O 
xed »<ther that both man and woman ſhulde con- 


can com- fiderthe 


mon w«lth 


lackinge 
2M1z. 


Spar counſel and 'admoni 


tion'of this father! He wolde not that 


ma for appetit of any vaine glorie ſhuld 
defire preeminence aboue woman. For 
God hathinot made mi to be heade for 
any ſuche cauſe: but hauing ref rk 

Loy that 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 25 


that weaknes and imperfe&tion- which 

al wayes letteth woman to gouerne'. 

He hath ordeined man to be ſuperior, 

and thatmeanerhChryl ofa Lepiegy 

then is the'bodie in beſt proportion, 

whenit hath the beſt gouernor. But wo 

mancan neuer be the beſt gouernor, by 

reaſon that{he being ſpoiled of the ſpi 

rit of regiment,canncuer attein to that 

degree,to be called'or iudged a good - 

goucrnor. Becauſe in the nature of all 

"woman, lurketh {uche vices, as ih good 

; e730 arenottolerable. Whichthe 1: ca.z2, 

ame writer expreſlcth in theſe wordes: 19h bo- 
womakind'(ſaith he) israſhe and fool- I 
| hardic, and their: couctouſnes is like 
the goulf of hell;that is,inſaciable.And /” t: 

therfore-in an other place, he will that py 

womanſhall haueno thing todo in iti 

gement, in common affaires, or in the 

regiment of the comon welth, becauſe 

The is impaciert of troubles, burthatſhe 

{ſhall line in rranquillitie, and quiernes. 

And if ſhe-haueccafion to go frome 

the houſe, that yerthe ſhal haueno mat 

er of troubleznether to folowe her, ne- 
D 1 


AGAINST THE REGTlI- 


ther to be offercd vnto her,as common- 
liethere muſt be to ſuch as beare autho 

ritic. And with/Chryloſtome fullic a- 

Þoflins Breeth Baſilius Magnus in a ſermon 
Myg.iz Which he maketh vpon ſome places of 
alique ecripture, wherin he reproueth diuers 
Jer "ure vices and amogett the reſt, he aftirmeth 
% womantobeatendrecreature,flexible, 
ſoft and pitifull:whiche nature, Gad 

'hath geue vnto her,that ſhe may be apt 

to nortthe children. The which facilitie 

of the womi, did Satzabule, ad therby 
broght her frome the obedicce of God. 

And therfore 'in diners other places 

doth he conclude, thatſhe'is not aptto 

| beare rule, and that ſhe is forbidden to 
teache.. Innumerable mo teſtimonies, 

of all ſortes of writers may be adduced 
forthe ſame purpoſe, but withe theſc I 
-ſtandcontent: iudgeing itſuffticient to 
Ntoppt the mouthef fuch as accuſe ad 
"adenine all doCtrine, as hereticall, 

. whiche difpleaſcrth) them in any point 

-that I haue proucd; by the determina- 
;tionsanc 12wes of me r1luminated one- 

ic by the light of nature, by the ordre 


of 
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of Goddes creation, by the curſe and - 


maledictib-pronounced againſt woma, 
bythe mouth of {aint Paule, who is the 
interpreter of Goddes {entence , and 
lawe, and finallie by the mindes of thoſe 
writers;who in the church of God,haue 
bene alwayes holden in greateſt reuere- 
ce:that 1t-1s/ a thing moſte repugnant 
tonature, to Goddes will ws apoin- 
ted orditance, (yea that.it can not be 
without contumelie committed againſt 
God) thata'womanihuld be promoted 
_ to dominion or empire to rexgne ouer 


man, be 1t tn realme, natio, prouince or 
citic. Now reſteth jtin fewe wordes, to 


beſhewed, that che ſame empire of wo- 
men is the ſubuerſion of good ordre. e- 
quiticand iuitices |; : 
- Auguſtine defineth ordre to be that 
thing, by the whiche God hath apoin- 
_ and ordcined all thinges.Note well 
reader,that Auguſtine wil admit no or 
dre, where Goddes 2pointment 1s ab- 
{cnt afd lacketh- ONTEFs 22 
And inan other place he ſaith,that or 
dre is adi{polition, geuing their owne 


De ordine 


kb.1.ca0 
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AGAINST THE REGH1- 
-propre places to thinges that bevne- 
quall, whichehe termeth indLatin Pa- 
rium ©>aiſþariom, that 1s, of thinges equall 
'orlike,and thinges vnequall or-vnlike. 
Of whichetwo places and of the hole 
diſputation; which is coteined 10 his ſe- 
cond bokedeordine1t is euider;that what 
ſocuer'ts doneether whirthour the aſſu- 
wh ſoe- Tance of Goddes will, or clles againſt 
7 wont his will manifeſtlic reueled in hisword, 
_ > isdone againſt ordre. But ſuche is the 
peintmi+ Empire and regiment of all woman (as 
of Goddes eyxdentlic before is declared) and ther- 


will, is 


. fore, Ifay, 1tis a thing plainlic repugs 


done wi- 


ow: or. Dantto good ordre, yea it is the ſub- 
dre. uerfionof theſame, If any liſt to reie& 
the definition of Auguſtin, as ether not 

propre to this purpoſe,or elles as inſut- 

beide to proue mine intent:let the ſame 

man /vnder{tand,; that in ſo doinge, he 

hath infirmed mine argumet nothinge. 

For as I depend not vpon the determi- 
nations of men, ſo'think I mycauſeno 
weaker, albcit thcjr-authoritie be de- 

nied ynto me. Prouided that:god by his 
willreueled, and manifeſt worde,ftand 

| plain 
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lain and cuidCt on.my fide. That God. 

Faach ſubieed womankinde : to man by 

theordre of his creati,and by the cur 

that he hath. pronounced againſt WER. 

before declared. Beſi des theſe, he hath rw mir 

ſet before our cyes, two other. mirrors rors, in 

and: glafles, 1n whiche he will, that we fg 

thulde behold the ordre; hich he hath *Y the the 

apointetl and eſtabliſhed in-naturc:the ordre of 

one is,the naturall bodice of man:the o- nature. 

ther isthe politik orciuile body of that 

comon'welth,in which God by his own . 

word hath.apointed an ordre. In thena 

tural bots of maGod hath APAates. an 

ordre, that the head ſhall OCcu Fl | 

4 yt place. And the head "» »h430 
oyned. with the, bodie, that frome i va 

Joh life and motion flowe tothereft 

of the mobres. In it hath he placed the 

cyero ſce, the eareto hear, and the tage 

to {peake, which offices. are apointed 

to. none other mobre ofthe teal p21 le 

reſt of the mebres, haue;e 

own pherade ad office apoint a Fork but [59d 

may, haye nether the place noroffice of 


Fe, NEG For who. wolde. . not, iudge 
D 3 


AGAINST THE REG1- 
that bodie to be amonſtre, where there 
was no head emin&t 'aboue the reſt, but 
that the eyes were inthe hides, thetoge 
and mourh beneth in the belie, tnitehs 

'' eares inthe feet. Men, I ſay, ſhalde not 
onlic pronounce this bodie to be am6- 
ſtre: but aſſuredlic they mi ght coclude 
that fuch a bodie coulde nor 16g indu- 

'- re.Andno lefſe moſtruous is the bodice 

of that comon welth, where a womi bea 

Common reth empire; For ether doth it hack a lau 
welthesyn full heade(as in very dede it doth)or cls 
= there there is an idol exalted in the place of 
of Wo- , 1 =" T —_—_” 
the true head. An idol call that, which 


Nj hath the forme id apparice,but lacketh 


. beade. the vertue and ftren th, which the name 


Idol. 


ad proportio do refemble id protniſe. 
As images haue face, noſe, eyes, mouth, 
hades ad feet painted, bur the vit of the 
ſame, cannor 'the craft and art of man 
e the:as the holyghoſt by the mouth 
ſal. of Dauid teacheth'ys, ſayinghey haue 
eyes, but they ſee'nort, mouth, but they 
ſpeakenot,noſe,but they ſmell not;han 


| 7 and feet,but they nether totichenor 
haue-powerto go. And ſuche; Tay, is 


cucric 
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MEN T OF WOMEN, - 2& 
cucrie realme and-nation, where a wo- 
man beareth dominion. For in deſpite 
- of God (heof his tult iudgement,fo ge 
uing them oucr into a reprobatminde) 
may a realme, I cofeſle,exalt vp a woma 
to that monſtriferous honor,to beeſte- 
med as head, But impoſlibleit is-roma rhe emp; 
and angel, to geue vnto her the proper re of « wo 
ties and perieC offices of a lautull-he- ey: 
ade. For the ſame God that hath denied * 
power tothe had to {ſpeake,rothe bely 
to hearc, and to the feet to ſee, hath;de- 
nicd to woma power to comande many 
and hath taken away wiſdometa conſiy 
der,and prouidence to. forlee the thin» 
ges, that be, profitable to the. common 
welth:yeca finallie he hath denied to her 
in anycaſc to be head to mi: but plainly 
hath pronounced that ma is head to wo 
manzcuen as Chriſt is heade to all man. 1,Cer., 
If men in a'blinde rage {hulde aflemble 
to gether, and apointe them lelues an 
other heade then Ieſlns Chriſt, (as the 
papiſtes haue done their romiſheAnti- 
chriſt ;ſhuld Chriſt therfore loſe his ow 
ne dignitic,orſhulde God KOHT968s 
4 


| 


— ——————————————————— _— ———— 
AGAINST THE REGI- 

counterfet head power to geue life to 

the bodie,to ſee what ſoeuer might en- 
damage or hurte it;to ſpeake in defen- 

ſe,ad tohearethe requelt of cuerie ſub- 
ie?Itiscertein that he wold not. For 
thathonor he hath apointed before all 

- times to his onelie ſonne: and the ſame 

will he geue to no creature beſides:no 

more will he admit, nor accept, woman 
to be the lauful head ouer man,althogh 
man, deuil , and-angel will conture in 
their fauor. For ſeing he hath lubie&ed 
her'to one(as before 1s ſaide)he will ne- 

ver permit her to retgne ouecr-manie. 
Seing he hath commided her to heare, 
and obey one, he will not ſuffre that ſhe 
ſpeake,and with vſurped authoritie c6 

mand fealmes and nati6s. Chryſoſtome 
 wravy theſlewordes of the apoſtle: 

(the heade of woman is man) copareth 

God in his vniuerſall regimet to a king 

ſitting in his royall maicſtic, ro whome 

Marks all his ſubie&tes comanded to geue ho- 
ww 09 mage and obedience, ya before 
of him, bearing ecuecric one ſuchea badge 


4 and cogniſance of dignitic and honor, 
tome as 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 29 


as he hath geuento-them: which ith 
deſpiſe and contemne,then do'they dif- 
honor their king. Euen fo faith he oght 
man and womi to appearebeforeGod, 
bearing the cnfignes of the condition, 
whiche they hauc recetued of him:Man 
hath receiued acertcinglorie: ad digni 
tic aboue the woman,and therfore oght 
he to appeate before h1s-high maeſtic, 
bearing the ſigne of his honor, hauinge 
no couerture vpon his heade: to wit= 
neſſe- that in earth man hathno head, 
(beware Chrvſoitome whar thou ſaiſt, 
thou ſhalt be reputed a traytorif En- yore. 
glithe men heare the:for they-muſt have 
my. ſoucreine lady and maiſtreſie, and 
Scotland hath droken'alſo rheenchant- 
ment and venom of 'Circes,letit be {fo 

' totheir ':owneſhame and contulion,he 
procedeth intheſe wordes)but woman 
oght to becouered, to witneſle, that in 
earth ſhe hath a head,thatis ma. Trewe ,,. ., 
itis(Chryloſtome) woman is couered mer bes 
in both the ſaide realmes, but it is not ered ”m 
with-the figne of ſubieStion, bur it is _—_ 
with the ligne of ſ{uperioririe, to witt, 1,,,, 


— 
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AGAINST THE: REGHT- 


with the royal crowne. To that he anr 
{werethintheſe wordes: what if ma neg 
le&his honorthe his no lefſe to be moc- 
ked (faith:Chryſoſftome) then if a king 
ſhulde depoſe himſelf of his diademe 
or crowne-and. royal eſtat, and cloth 
him ſelf inthe habit of a (claue. What, I 
pray you,ſhuldethis godlic father haue 
faide,if he had ſene all the men of are- 
almeornation fall downe before a wo- 
man?If he had ſene the cr O wne,{ceptre, 
and ſwordez whiche are enſignes of the 
royalldignitie;geuen to her, and a wo- 
man curſed; of God;and made l{ubiecte - 
to man, placed in the throne of 1uſtice, 
to\it as Goddes lieutcnant?What,lI ſay, 
1n this behalfe, ſhuld any hart vnteined 
lic fearing God haue iudged of {uche 
men? I am aſſured thatnot onlie ſhulde 
| they haue bene judged foolyhe bur allo 
enraged, and.f{claues to Satan, mant- 
feſtlic fighting againſt God and his a- 
pointed ordre. The more that.I cofider 
the ſubuerſion of Goddes ordre, which 
he hath placed generallic inall liuinge 
thinges, the more I do wondre att 
blindnes 


kepe inuiolate. For no: man cucr fawe 


'MENT OF WOMEN. 30 
blindnes of man, who doth not c6ſider 

him ſelf in this cafe {o degenerate, that 5m be- 
the brute beaſtes 'are to be preferred a5Fes to be 
vynto him in this behalfe .. For nature 5 _—_ 
hathin all beaſtes printed a certein mar 

ke of dominio in : malc, ad a-certeine 
ſubiecion in the female, whiche they 


the lion make obedicce, and ſtoupe be- 
fore the lioneſſe,”nether yet can it be 
proued, that the hinde takcth the:con- 
ducting ofthe heard amongelt the har- 
eboArid yet(alas)mi, who by the mouth 

of 'God hath domini6 apointedto him 
oucr'woman,doth not onlic to his own 
ſhame,ſtoupevnder the obediece of wo 
men,but alfoiindefpit of God id of his 
apoinrted ordre,rezov{cth,and maintci- 

neth that monſtraouſe authoriric, as a 

thing lauful andiuſt./The infolentioy, Infolent 
the bonefiers, and baketing,which were 7 571» 
inlodon andels where in-Englid, when fo- 


an ſo- 


that curſed  Teſabell was proclaimed ,,.. 
-qwene, did witnefle to my hart, that me 
were becomenmore'then enraged; For 
<lshowe coulde' they fo haue retoyſed 
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AGAINST THE REG1- 
at theiriowne confulion and certein de- 
ſtruction? For what mi was there of ſo 
baſe indgemet (ſuppoling that he had 
any light of God) who did notſeethe 
crefting/ of that monſtre, to be the 04 
uerthrowe of true religion, and the afſu 
red deſtructionof England, and of the 
auncient liberties therof ? And yet ne- 
uer the lefle, all men ſotriumphed,as if 
God had delivered:them frome all ca- 
lamitie, | 
But juſt and rightuouſe, terrible and 
fearfull are thyitudgementes, o Lorde! 
For as ſome times thou diddeſt ſo pur 
- niſhe men for ynthankfulnes, thatman 
aſhamed not to commit -villanie withe 
man: andthat becauſe, that knowinge 
the to be God,they glorified the not as 
God,enen ſo haſte thow-moſte 1uſtlic 


" Nowe puniſhed the: proude rebellion 


__ andhorrible ingratitude of therealmes 
of England and Scotland. For when 
thou diddeſt offre thy {elfe:moſte mer- 
cifullie to them both,oftering the mea- 
nes bythe whiche they-might hauc bene 
toyned to gether for euer in godly con- 


cordc: 
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MENT OF WOMEN. x 


corde: then was the one proud ad cruel, 
and the other vnconſtant, and fikle of 
promiſe. But yet (alas) did miſerable 
England further rebell againſt the. For 
albeit thou diddeſt not ceaſe to heape 
bencfit ypon benefit, during the reigne 
of an innocent and tendre king, yet no 
man did acknowledge thy potent hand 
and mernelouſe working . 1 he ſtoute what rob 
courage of capitaines,the witte ad poli 3s 
cie of couſclers,the learning of biſhop off LA 
pes,did robbe theof thy glorie and ho- glandin 
nor. For what then was heard,as concer- the time 
ning religion, but the kinges procedin of the Goſ 
ets the kinges procedinges mult be 0- 

eyed? It 1s enacted by parliament- ' 
therfore it is treaſon to {peake inthe co 
trarie. But this was not the end of this 
miſerable tragedie .-For thou diddeſt Goddes be 
yet procede to oftre thy fauors, lending peſteiſi 
thy prophetes and meſlagers,to call for 1,9. 
reformation of life in all eſtates: For &- 
uety frome the higheſt to the loweſt, all 
were declincd frome the (yea cut thoſe = 
that{huld haue bene the lanterns to 0- 


thers)ſome I am aſſured did qwake and 
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"AGAINST | THE REGHT- 
tremble,and frome the botome of their 
hartes thirſted amendment, and for the 
fame purpoſe did earneſtly call for dil- 
cipline . Bat then bruſt furth the ve- 
nome which before lurked:then mighr 
they not conteinc their def} p ireful voi- 
ces, but with open mouthes did crie: 
we will not haue ſuche a oneto reigne 

Diſcipitze wer vs. Then, Tay, wavenerie manſo 
wei eur? ſtoute, that he wolde notbe broght in 
on bodage:no not to'the;0 Lord, but with 
diſdein did the multitude caſt frome 

them the amiable/yoke of Chriſt Tefus: *_ 

No mi wolde ſuffre his finne to be reba 

ked; no man wolde hane his life called 

co triall. And thus did they refuferhe, 

0 Lorde, and thy ſonne Chriſt Tefusro 

be their paſtor , protector and prince. 

And therfore haſt thou geue themouer 

| into a reprobat minde. Thow haſt rake 
fromthem the ſpirit of boldnes,of wif 
Thenobi- dome id of rightuous iudgemer- They 
liricand ſee their ownedeſtruction,and yet they 
the bole Eno grace to auoide it. Yea theyare 


realme of one's "w_ 
En-land, becomen ſo blinde, that knowing:the 


ca;:e the pit,they headlong caſt them [clues 1nto 


the 
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their mortall enngmiec'the ſpaniard., 
Finallie they are {o deſtitute of ynder- 
ſtanding and: iudgement, that althogh 
they knowe that there 1s a libertie and 
fredome, the whiche their: predecel- 
ſors hauc inioyed: yet are they copelled 
to bowe their neckes ynder the yoke of 
Satan, and of hisproude miniſtres, pe- 
ſtilent papiſtes and proude {paniardes. 


And yct ca they not colider that where 


2 woma rezgneth and papiſtcsbeare au- 


thoritie, that there mult nedes Satan 
be preſident of the counſel. '1 bus haſt 
thou, o Lorde, in thy hote diſpleaſure 
reuenged the contempt of thy graces 
offred.But,o Lordzif thou ſhalt reteine 
wrathto the end, what fleſhe is able to 
ſuſteiney We haue finned,o Lord,ad are 
not worthy to be releued. But worthy 
art thou, © Lords, to be a true God, 
and worthy is thy ſonne Chriſt Icfus,to 


haue bis Evangil and glorie aduanced: 


whiche bothare troden vnder foot in 
this crucll raurther and perſecution, 


MENT OF-WOMEN.: 32 
the ſametas the nobilitic of England, ſe 


dothis day, fighting in the detenle of l:gly tn 


to the fits 


C\ feſſron. 


us wile 
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AGATNST THE/REGT. 
 whichethe builders of Babylon comit 
in their furie, haue raiſed agaiuſt thy 
children, for the eſtabliſhing of their 
kingdome. Let the ſobbes therfore of 
thy priſoners,o Lord, paſſe 'vp to thine 
eares, confider their aftli&ion : and let 
the cyes of thy mercie lookedowne v- 
pon the blood of ſuch as die for teſti- 
monie of thy eternal veritie:and letnot 
thine ennemies mocke thy judgement 
for ever. To the, © Lorde, I turne my 
wretched and wicked hart: to the alone 
Tdire& my complaint and grones: for 
in that Tleto thy faintes there is lettno 
comforte. AlbeitT haue thus (talkinge | 
with my God in the anguiſhe of my 
harte) ſome what digreſſed : yet hauel 
not vtterlie forgotten my tormer pro- 
poſiti6,ro/witr, that it is 2 thing repug- 
- nanttotheordreofnature,that any wo 
man be exalted'to rule oner men. For 
| God hath'denied vnto her the office of 
a heade. And in the intreating of this 
parte, Iremembre that I haue made the 
nobilitie both of England and Scot- 
land inferior to brute beaſtes, tor that 


they 
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they:do to women, whichno male amon 
peſtthe comon ſorteof beaſtes canbe 
prouedto:doro their females : thavis, 
they reucrece them, and qwake attheir 


preſence, they obey their comandemen | 


res;/and that againſt God. Wherfore-I 
iudgethcmnotonelicſubictesto wo- 
men,;baurt ſclaues of Satan, and feruantes 
of iniquine. It -any mi thinke theſe my 
wordesſharpe orvchement;let himc6- 
ſider that the offenſe is more haynous, 
then can-b{ expreſſed by wordes:For 
where-all thinges,be- expreſſedly con- 


cluded againſtthe glorie and honorof 


God,and where the blood of the ſain- 
res:of God is'commanded to berſhed, 
whome ſhall wedge, God or the de- 
uit;to be prefider of that counſel?Plain 
4ris,that God:ruleth not by bis-loue, 
mmercie, nor graccin the aſſembly of the 


-wngodiic. Thenitrefteth, tharthede- 


nil, the prince of this woride, dothrei- 
gncouecrſuchetyranncs. whoſe ſeruan- 
tes,l pray you;thal then be indged;fuch 


a$obcy,and execute, their tyranie? God 


for his greate mercies ſake, illuminate 
S420 720 oh 
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- AGAINST THE'RE G1- 
theeyes of men; that they may preceuie 
m to what\miſcrable bondage they be 

broght,by themonſtriferous empire of 


« 


woinenbco boil wc, | 
N07 E. | Fhefcconde glaſſe, whiche God hath 
{er before theeyes of mi, wherin he may 
beholde the ordre, whiche pleafeth his 
wildome, concerning :authoritie and 
dominion, ts that -common welth, to 
the whiche it pleaſeth his mateſtic to 
apoint, and geue lawes, ſtatures, rites 
and ceremonies not onclie concerning 
religion, but alſo touching their poli- 
_ cieand regiment of the fame. And a» 
gainſt thar ordre it dorth-maniteltly rc- 
pugne; that any woman {hall occupie 
the throne of God, that is, the royall 
| ſeare, which he by his worde hath apoin 
red roman. Asin geuing the laweto I{- 
racl, concerning ore clection of a king, 
is euident. For thus it is writen: If thon 
ſhalt fay,I will apointa king abone me, 
as the reſt of the nations, whicheare a 
bonre me: Thowſhaltmake the a kinge, 
whome the Lorde thy God ſhall choſe, 
onefrome amongeltthe middeſt of thy 
| + bretheren 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 34 
bretheren; thou ſhalt apointe kinge a- 
boue the. Thou mailt not make a ftran- 
ger that isno6t thy brother. Here expre{ 

edly is am apointed to bechoſe king, 
and a man native amogeſtthem ſelues, 
by whiche (precept is all woman and all 
ſtrigierfſechuded:What maybe objieted 
for the parteorele&ion of a {trangierz 
ſhalbe, God willinge, anſwered in the | 
blaſt of theſecondtrumper.For this pre | 
ſent, I fay,that theerefting of a woman | 
to that horſor;is not oncly ro ihuert the | 
ordre, which G6d hath eftabliſhed: bur 


(ſo farre as in man} lieth)the throne and 

ſeat of God, whiche he hath ſanRtified God hath, 
and apointed for man onely, in the apotnted 
courſe of this wretched hfe,to occupie ny 
and poſlſefſe as his miniſtre and lieute- ,,,qy,u- | 
hant: ſechuding freme the fame all wo- rexan. | 
manzas before 1s-cxprefied. If any thin- Anfwer © 
kerhat the fore writen lawe did binde 242 0- 

the Iewcs onelie;lct the ſame man con- Tm 

fider , that'the cle&tion of a kinge, 
and apointing of judges, did ide 
appertcine to the 'ceremoniall lawez 
1C'1 FE. 5 
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AGAINST |T\HE REG H- 

ncther yet,.was-1t| mere judiciall: but 
that it did Bowe frome the morxall lawe, 
as an ordinance, having reſpect;to the 
colcruation of both the\tables. For the 
oftice ofthe magiſtrate -oght to hauc 
the firit and chie reſpect to theglorie 
of God, commanded/and conteaned in 


_ the former table, as is cuident by thar, 


whiche was inioyned to Ioſue by God, 
what time he was accepted iand admit- 
ted ruler and gouecrner ouer his people, 
intheſe-wordes : Thou ſhalt diuide the 
inheritance'to this people, the whiche 
Lhaye ſworne to their fathers, to geue 
ynto them: {o that, thou be valiant and 


ftrong,thatthou mailt kepe and do, ac- 
cording to that hole lawe, whiche my 
ſeruant Moles hath- commandcd the., 
Thouthalt not decline frome it, nether 
tothe right hande, nether to. the left 
hand, that thou maiſt do prudentlic in 
all Fes: that thou takeit in hand,let 


not the boke of this lawe departe from 
thy. mouth, but medirate'mn 4t, day and 
night:that thou maiſt kepe ad dozaccor 
ding to euery thing,that.is writen in it. 

or 
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the throne orſeate of his kingdome; he 

ſhall write to him ſelf a copte of this 

lawe ina boke,ad that ſhalbe with him, 

that he-may reade in itall thedayes of 

his life, that he may leatne/tofeare the 

LordehisGod;and to kepe all the wor- 

des of. this lawe; and all theſe ſtatutes, 

that he may do-them &c. Of theſetwo 

places-it ts euident, that principallic it 

apperteineth tothe king orto the chief 

magiſtrate; roknowe the will of God, 

ro be inſtructed in his lawe 4d ſtatutes, - 

and to-promote his gloriewith his hole 

hart id ſtudie,which be the chief poin- 

res of thefirſt table. No mi denicth,but 

that the {worde 15 committed to thema 

eiſtratc,to the end that he ſhulde-pu- 

niſhe vice;and mainteine vertue. Topu what w- 

niſhe vice, I fay,not onelic head licks ces mMagy- 

troubleth the tranquillitie and:quict c- 7 woy 

ſtar ofthe common welth by adulterie, p,yjje. 
E 3 
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AGATNST/'TH'E'REGH- - 
thett or murther committed , but alſo 
{uche vices as openly impugnethe glo- 
rice of God: as idolatrie, blaſphemie, 
and manifeſt herefic, taught and obſti- 
natly mainteined : as the hiſtories and 
notable ates of Ezechias, Iofaphat, 
and Iofiasdo plainlie teache vs. Whoſe 
ſtudy andcare was not onlic to-glorihe 
God in'thcir own life and coyerfation, 
bur alſo they vnfeinedlie did trauel to 
bring their ſubic&es ro the-rrue wor- 
ſhipping and honoring of God. And 
did deſtroye all monumentes of idola- 
trie, did puatſhe to deathe the teachers 
of it; and remoued frome office and ho 
nors ſuche,as were muntciners of thoſe 
abominations. Wherbie I ſuppoſe that 
it be euident,that the office of the king 
or ſupreme magiſtrate, hath reſpe&ro 
the lawe morall, and to the conſerua- 

NoTe. tion of both thetables. 

The yitil Nowe if the la we morall,be the con- 

noleſe ſtant and ynchangeable will of God,to 


| bem ©» the which the gentil is ng lefſe bounde, 


mralzhs then was the Iewetand if God will that 


the I-ve. amogelt the gentiles, the miniſtres and 
CXCeCUtors 
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T'' OF WOMEN. 36 
executors of his lawe be now apointed, 
as ſomtimes they were apointed amon- 
geſt the Iewes: further if the.cxecution 
of juſtice be no lefle requiſite in the 
policic of the gentiles, then euer it was 
amongeſt the Iewes: what mancanbe 
ſo fooliſhe'to ſuppoſe or beleue, that 
God willno we admit thoſe perſons, to | 
ſit in iudgementigr to reigne ouer men 
in the common welth,of the. gentiles, 
whom he by his expreſied word andor- 
dinace, did before debarre and ſeclude 
from the ſame? And that wome were (e- 
cluded fromthe royall {eate, the which 
oght to be the-{anEtuarie. to all-poore 
afflicted, and therforc 1s iuſtlie called 
the ſeat of god(belides the place before 
recited of the eleion of a\king,!ad be- 
ſides the places of 'thenewe teſtament, 
whiche be moſte cuident)the ordre and 
ele&tion which was kept 1nTuda and I{- 
racl,doth maniteſtliedeclarc. For when 


- X.% 


asoftas it chaunced inIfrael and ſome- _ 
times.in Iuda, it ncuerientered in to- 


the hartes: of the people. to. choſe 


E 4 


NOTE. 
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AGAINST THE'REGI1- 
and promote to honors any of the kin- 
es doughters, (had heneuer ſo many) 

_ knowing Goddes vengeance to be 

poured furth ypon the father by the a- 

way taking of his ſonnes, they had 'no 

further reſpe& to his ſtocke, but elected 

ſuche one manor other, as they iudged 

moſt apt for that honor and authoririe. 

Of whichepremifles, Iconclude(as be- 

fore) that to promote a woman heade 

oucr men, 15repugnant to naturc, and a 

thinge moſt- contrarious to that ordre; 

whiche God hath approucd in that c0- 

mon welth, whiche he did inſtitute and 

rule by his worde. Bur nowetothelaſt 
point, to wit, that the empire of a wo- 

man is a thing repugnanttouſtice,and 

_ thedeſtra@ionofeuerie comon welth, 

- - whereitis'receiued;In probation wher- 
of, becauſe the mater is more then eui- 
The firit dent, will vſe fewe wordes. Firſt, I ſay; 
x Agra if iuſtice bea conſtant and-perperuall 
— will to geue to cuerie perſon,theit own 
of women Tight (as the moſte learnedin all ages 
repugneth haue defined/it to be)then to geuczor to 
fo 15M1ce- 1311 to geue to any perſon, that whiche 
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MENT.'OF WOMEN. x7 
is nor their right, muſt repugneto iu- 
ſtice. But to'reigne abouceman, can ne- 
- uerbetheright to woman:becauſc it is 
athinge denied yuto her by God, as is 
before: declared. Therfore to promote 
her to that eſtat or dignirtie, can be no 
thing els but repugnicieto inſtice. If I 
ſhulde ſpeake no more,this were ſuftt- 
cient. For except that ether they can im- 
prone the definition. of 1uſtice, or els 
| that they can intreate God to reuoke 
| and call backe his ſentence pronounced 

againſt woman, they ſhalbe compelled 
| ro admit my conclutton-If any finde tau 


I te with iuſtice; as it is defined he yp... 
well accuſe others; but mehe ſhall not 

hurt. For I haue the ſhield, the weapon, 

and the warrant of him, who aſſuredlie 

-> L '\willdefendthis quarel,'and he coman- 

. deth me to cric: prog | 


© What ſocuer repugneth to the will of The fetod 
| god expreſfled in his moſt ſacred worde, 73 
1 repugneth to iuſtice: but that women k 
; haue authoritie ouer men repugnethro +» 
) the will of God expreſſed in his worde: 


and therfore mine author commanderth 
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AGATNST' THE! 
me to conclude withour- feare, that all / 
ſuche authoritie repugneth; to juſtice, 
Thefirſt parte of the argument I truſt 
dare nether Jewe nor gentiledenie: for 
it isa principle not onelic vniuerſallie 
confelled bar alſo fo depclie printed 
inthe hart of mi,be his natureneuer ſo 
corrupted, that whether he will or' no, 
he his compelled at one time or/other, 
Nawe toacknowledge and-confelle, that iu- 


dh © fjce is violated, when thinges are done 


_— againſt the will of God, expreſſed by 
cieto God his worde. And to this conteſſion arc 
d*; wil s no lefſe therreprobat coacted and con- 
wwhcc. frained, then bethechoſen childre of 
god,albeit roadiuers end.theelect with 
diſpleaſure of their fate, confeſle their 
offenfhacos acceſſe to grace aud mer 

_ C16 asdid Adam, Dauid, Peter; and all 
Howe the other penitent offenders . But che re- 
reprobi® probat,not withſtanding they areccom- 
confoſ pelled to-acknowledge the will of God 
will tobe [to be tuſt the which they haue offeded, 
wt \yctaretheyneuer inwardlic diſpkeatcd, 
with their iniquitie, but rage,complain 
and {torme againſt God, wholc yen- 
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geance they cannot eſcape:as did Cain, 
Iudas, Herode, lulian called apoſtata, 


doubte was conuict in conſcience, that 
he had done againſt iuſtice in murthe- 


94 .- 
. . 


Geneſ. 4+ 
Mat. 27+ 


| Yea Ieſabel, and Athalia. For Cain no 


ring of his brother, Iudas did — 


before the high prieſt confefle that he 
had ſinned, /in betraying innocent 
blood Herode being ſtricken by the 
angel, did mocke thoſe his flaterers, 
ſaying vnto them: beholde your God 
(meaning of him ſelfe) can not. nowe 
preſerne him ſelf frome corruption and 
wormes. Iulianus was compelled in the 
end to; crie, O galilean (fo alwayes'1n 
contempt did. he name our ſauiour Te- 
{us Chriſt) thou haſt nowe ouercomen. 
And whodoubteth but Icſabel,and A- 
thalia,before their miſcrable end, were 
conuicted im their cankered conſcien- 
ces, toacknowledge that the murther, 
which they had committed, and the em- 
pire whiche the one had ſix yeares viur- 
ped, were repugnant to 1uſtice: Euen 
{o ſhall they I doubte not, whiche this 


daye do poſleſſe and mainteine-that 
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AGAINST THE'REGI- 
wom:225 monſtriferous authoritie' of women; 
author ortlie' be compelled to acknowled- 
forth mon I thar their ſtudies and deniſes; haue 
cne bent againſt God: adthar all ſuch 
authoritie as women haue vſurped, re- 
45; wor to 1uſtice, becauſe, as I hauc 
aide, it 'repugneth to the will of God 
exprefled in his ſacred worde.\And if 
any mi doubte herot,let himmarke wel 
the wordes of theapoltle;faying;I per- 
:.Tim.z, Mit not'a/woman to teache;nether yet 
to' Wfurpe authoritic''aboue man... No 

man Tcrraſt will denie theſe wordes of 

the apoſtle;to be thewitof God expref 
ſed'inhis worde and he faich'openlic; 
Fpertnitinor &c. Which is aſmuch- as, I 
willnot,rhata woman haue authority, 
charge or power over man: for ſomuch 
 Importeth'the greke'wordeawSimirin 

thar place . Nowe let maw and” angell 
conſpire: againſt God», ler'themy pro- 
nounce their lawes,and ſay, we will ſuf 

fre wome to beare authoritie, who then 
candepoſe the?yet ſhall this'one worde 

| of theeternal God ſpoke by rhe mouth 
- _ __— of aweakemg; thraſtethemeueric*one 
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MENT, OF WOMEN. 3» 
into hell. Iefabcl may for atime lepc 
quietlicin the, bed of her fornication 
and hoordome, ſhe may teache and de- 


cciue fora ſcalon; but nether {hall ſhe ApoCdeZe 


preſerue her {clfe, netheryether adulte 
" rous children trome greate affliction, 
and fromethe { worde of Goddes Veltr 
gcance, whiche ſhallſhortlic apprehend 
ſuche workes of iniquitic. I he admoni 
tiog I difterretotheend._ -. ; 
. Here might Lbring inthe oppreſſion 
ad iniuſtice, which is comitted againſt 
rcalmes and nations, whiche ſome times 
lincd free, and now are broght in bon- 
dage of forein.nations, by thereaſon of 
this monſtriterous, authoritic, and. em- 
pic of women. But that I delay till bet- 
ter oportunitic- And now Ithink it ex- 
dient"to-an{wer {uch obieRions, as 
carnal and world)ic men, yeamen 1gno 
rant of Godzvie to make for maintenan 
cc of this eyrannie (authoritie-1t.1$not 
worthie to be. called) and moſt yniuſte 
empire of. woman. 


Firſt they do obic& tlic cxamples of t«dic.4. 
Debora,and of Huldathe prophereſle, ©7534 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 
Tor of whomthe one tudged Ifrac!,and the 
of the gther, by all apparance, did teache 
—_ Ge, don 7 - vere =p 
Yes, | | ' 
" Secondarily they do obieR the lawe 
made by Moſes for the doughters of 
Num.27 zalp head. Thirdlie the conſent of the e- 
ſtares of ſach realmes as haue approued 
the empire arid regime of women.And 
tat the long cuſtome, which hath recet- 
ued the regiment of women. Their va- 
tat ates and proſperitie,together with 
fome pi )iſtical lawes, which have con- 
firme he ſame. | | 
Anſwer To thefirft, I anſwer, that particular 
ro the firſt examples do eſtabliſhe no coronlawe; 
* The canſes were knowen'te God alon, 
| why he toke the ſpirite of 'wiſdome 
[| we force frome allmen of thoſtages, 
and did'fomightely affiſt wome againſt 
i hature, id'againſt his ordinarie'conrle: 
' that the one he made a delinererto his 
afflicted people Trael:and to the other 
he gaue not onlie perſeuerance in the 
true religion, when the moſte parte of. 
men had declined frome the ſame, but 
alſs to her he gane the ſpirit of prophe 
Cic 
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cic,to aſſure king Tofias of the. thin- 
ges which were to come.With,theſe wo 
men, Iſ{ay,did God worke potetlie,and 


miraculoullic, yea tothe he gaue moſte | 


ling race and priuiledge, But who 
hath commanded, that a publike, yea a 
tyrannicall-and moſte wicked lawe be 
eſtabliſhed ypon theſe examples? I he 
men that obicct the ſame, arenot alto- 
din ignorant,that examples haue no 

ngth,when the queſtion is of lawe. 
As it-E{huld af ke,-w hat mariage is lau- 
 full?and it ſhulde be anſwered that lau- 


full it is to man, not onelie to have ma- 


nie: wiucs at. ones, but alſo « 1s lau- 
full-ro marietwo liſters, and to enioye 
them both living at ones, becauſe that 
Dauid, lacob, and Salomon, {eruan- 
tes of God did the fame.I truſtthat no 
man wold juſtific the vanitie of this rea 
fon. Or if the queſtion were demanded, 
if a Chriſttan, with good colcience may 
defraude, ſteale or decciuc:and anſwer 
were madethart ſo he might by the exi- 
pleof the Iſraelites, who at Goddes co 
mandement, dcceiued the Egyptians, 


——_— 
azasns 
lrwe hawe 
no ſtre; 
queFtion 
<5 oflawe. 
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AGAINST THE RKREGT- 
and ſpoiled themy of their garmentes; + 
golde and fyluer:/Ethinke likewiſethis 
realon ſhuld be mocked. And what grea 
ter foree,T pray youhath the formerar- 
gument? Debora/did rule in Iſrael, and 
Hulda'ſpoke propheciec in Inda: Ergo it 
is Jaufull for ' women to reigne aboue 
© realmes-and nations, or to teache in 
| the prefence of men. T he conſequent'/is 
vainand of none effect. For of exiples, 
as is before declared, we may eſtablithe 
no lawe, but we are alwayes bounde to 
the lawe writen, and to the commande- 
mCt expreſſed inthe ſame. And thelawe 
writeh and pronounced by God; tor- 
biddeth noleſſe that any womt reigne 
ouer-m#$, then it: forbiddethmato take 
plaralitie of wines, to mary'two liſters, 
living at 6n5,toſteale,torobbe/to mur 
ther ortolie. It any of theſe hath bene 
tranſgt fled; and'yet God hathnot im- 
putedthe ſame: itmaketh notthe like 
factor dede lawful vnto vs'.. For God 
being freezmay for ſuche canfes as) be 
'approued 'by his inſcrutable wifdome, 
diſpenſe with therigor of his lawezand 
may 
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thay vie his creatures at his pleaſure. 
But the ſame power is not permitted to 
man, whom he hath made Obie to his 
lawe, and not to the exaples of fathers. 
And this I thinke ſutfticicent to the rea-. 
fonable and moderate {pirites. But to 
repreſfe theraging of womas madnes, 
I Fill deſcend ſomwhat deeper in to 
the mater,and nor feare to affirme:that 
as we firid a contrarie ſpirit in all theſe 
moſte wicked women, that this day be 
exalted in to this tyrannouſe authori- 
tie,to the ſpirite thatwasin thoſe god- 
ly matrons:{o I fearenot, I ſ{ay,ro aftir- 
me, that their condition is vnlike, and 


*that their end ſhalbe diuers. In thoſe Amuithe- 


matrones we finde that the ſpirit of mer ſis be- 
cic, truthe, iuſtice and of humilitie did oe dhe 
relgne: Vnder them we finde that God 


Frones, id - 
did ſhewe mercie to his people, deliue- our 1:/- 


ring them frome the tyrannie of ſtran- b-!ls. 
iers, and from the venom of idolatrie 
a the handes and counſel of thoſe wo- 

men: but intheſe of our ages, we finde 

eructtie.falſhed, ” Arn 1 


ceit, and oppreſſion. In them we alſo 
F 3 
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AGAINST THE' REGT- 
finde the ſpirit of Teſabel, and Athalia, 


 ynder them wefinde the ſunple people 


op preſſed, the true religion extinguiſh- 
ed, and the blood of Chriſtes membres 


moſt cruellic ſhed. And finallie by their 
praQtiſes and deceit, we finde auncient 


realmesand nations geuen and betra- 
yed into the handes of ſtrangiers,the 
titles and liberties of them taken frome 
the iuſte par" . Which one my 


is an euident teſtimonic, howe vnlike 


_ our miſchenous Maryes be vnto Debo- 


NOTE. 


ra,vnder whome wcre ſtrangiers chaſed 
owt of Iſrael, God ſo raiſing her vp to 
be a mother and deliucrer Ks, oy oppre{\ 
{cd people. But (alas) he hath raiſed vp 
thef: Ielabelles to be the yttermoſte of 
his plagues,the whiche mans vathank- 
tulnes Path log deſcrued.But his ſecret 
and moſt iuſt indgemet, (hal nether ex- 
cuſe them,nether their mainteiners, be- 


cauſe their counſels be diuers. But to 


. proſecute my purpole, let ſuch as liſt to 


defend theſe monſtres in their tyranie, 
roue firſt, that their ſoucreine maiſtre( 
Fs be like to Dcbora 1n godlines and 
pitte: 
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_oe and ſ{econdarilie, that the ſame 
uccefle doth folowe their tyrannie, 
which did folowe the extraordinarie 
regimet of thatgodlie matrone. Which 
thing althogh « wereabletodo(as 
they. neuer ſhalbe, ler them blowe til 


they bruſt)yet ſhall her example profet X27 & | 


themnorhing at all. For they are neuer 


able ro; prouc thar ether Debora,or a- No god- 


hy other godlie woman (hauing the co 7 me 


\mendation of the holie ghoſte within ,1,;,..,u | 
the ſcriptures) hath yſurped authoritic thoritie o- | 


aboue any realme 6r: nation, by reaſon *r mer 


theyclaime it by right-or inheritance: jj, and 
but God by his 1ngular priviledge, fa- blood. 
uor, aud grace,cxempted-Deboratrom 
thecommon malediction geuen to wo- 

menin that behalf and againſt nature 
hemade her | prudent in countel, ſtrong 

in courage, bappie in regiment, and a 

bleflied mother and deliverer to his peo yy. God 


ple. The whiche hedid partlie ro-ad- ſemerimes | 


- uaunce and: notifie the power 'of his 14> 
maieſtie aſwell to his ennemics, asto « 


oruinarte 


bis owne pcople: in that that he decla- mean. 
F 2 


:of their birth and blood: Nether yet did by oſt 4 


by extra , 
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| - AGAINST THE REGI- 
| red himſclf able togeueſaluation and 
y deliuerice,by meanes of the moſte we- 
ake veſſelles:and partlie he did it tocon 
found and aſhame all man of that age, 
becauſe they had for the moſte part I - 
clined frome his true obedience. And 
therfore was the' ſpirit of courage, re- 
iment, and boldnes taken frome them 
je a time to their confuſion;and fur- 
ther humiliation. But what maketh this 
for Mary and her matche Philippe?One 
thing Iwold aſke of ſuche as depend 
vpo the cxaple of Debora, whether ſhe 
was widowe or wifc, when ſhe iudged 
Hracl,and when that God gaue that no 
table vitorie to his people vnder her? 
Tf rhey anſwerthe was widowe , I wold 
lay againſt them the teſtimonie of the 
holie ghoſt, witneſftnge that ſhe was 
wdic.g.” wite to:'Lapidoth. And if they will 
| ſhift, and alledge, that ſo ſhe might be 
called, notwirſtanding that her huſ- 
bt: band was dead, 1 vrge them further, 
"bp +” - thattheyarenot able to prouc it to be 
any common phraſe 'and maner of ſpe- 
ache in the {criptures,that a womi ſhall 


be 


il 
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be called the wife of a dead man,except 
that there be ſome note added, wherbie 
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it may be knowen:thart her huſband is £*c.2. 
departed,as is-witneſſed of Anna, But in Indic. 4. 


this place of the iudges,there is no note 


added, that her huſband ſhuld be dead, 
but rather the expreſſed contrarie . For 
thetextſaith:Inthat timea womanamed 
Debora a  ppocefle, wite to Lapidoth 
indged Iſracl. The holie ghoſt plainlie 
fpeaketh, that what time ſhe itudged I{- 
rac, ſhewas wife toLapidoth.If ſhewas 
wife, and if ſhe ruled all alone in Iſrael, 
then I al ke why didſhe not preferre her 
huſband to that honor to be capitain, 
id to be leader to the hoſt of the Lord: 
If any thinke that it was her huſbande, 
the text proucth the contrarie. For it at 
firmeth that Barak,of the tribe of Neph 
talic was apointed tothat office. If Ba- 
rak had bene her huſband:to what pur- 
poſe ſhuld the holie ghoſt ſodiligent- 
lic haue noted the tribe, and an other 
name then was before expreſſed? Yea 
to what purpoſe ſhuld it be noted, that 


ſhe ſend and called him?wherof I doubt 
F 3 


NOTE. 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 
not, but that cuerie reaſonable man 
doth conſider that this Barak was not 
| her huſband, and therbf likwiſe it is e- 
uident, that her indgement or gouer- 
nement in Ifrae! wasno ſuch vſurped 
power,as our quenes vniuſtlic þ erp 
this day, but that it was the ſpirit of 
prophecie, which reſted vpon her, what 
time the multitude of the people had 
wroght wickedlie in the eyes of the 
Lord: by the whiche ſpirit, ſhe did re- 
bukethe idolatric and iniquitic of. the 
le, exhort them to repentance,and 
in the end,did bring them this comfort, 
that God ſhuld deliuer them from the 
bondage and thraldom of their enne- 
miles: Ku this ſhe/ might do, notwith- 
ſtanding that an other did occupic the 
place of the fupreme mapiſirar, (if any 
was in thoſe dayes'in Iſrael)for {o I fin- 
. dedid Hulda the wite of Sallum in the 
dayes of Ioſias king of Tuda ſpeake pro 
phecie and comfort the king:and yet he 
reſigned to her nether the ſceptre, nor 
_ the ſword. That this our interpreta- 
_ cion,how that Debora did iudgein wm 
IS TC 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 44 
is the true meaning of the holie ghoſt 


the pondering and weying of the hi- 

ſoric ſhall manifeſtlie proue. When ſhe 
ſendeth for Barak, I pray you,in whoſe Dobors 
name geueth ſhe him his charge? Doth Ou: 
ſhe ſpcaketo him as kinges and prin- 4 


ces vie to ſpeake to their {ubices yoga 


fuche caſes? No, bur ſhe ſpeaketh, as mande. 
ſhe that had a ſpeciall reuclation frome 
God, whiche nether was knowen to 
Barak nor tothe people, ſaying : hath 
not the Lord God of Iſrael comanded 
the ? This is her preface, by the whiche 
ſhe wold ſtirre vp the dull ſenſes of Ba- 
rak, and of the people, willing to per- 
ſuade vnto them,that the time was co- 
men, when God wold ſhewe him ſelfe 
their protector and delijuerer, in which 
preface ſhe yſurpeth to her ſelfe,nether 
power nor authoritie.For ſhe ſaith not, 

I being thy princes, thy maiſtreſle, thy 
{ouereine Jadic and quene, commande 
the' vpon thine allegeance, and 'vnder _ 
painof treaſon to.go,and gather anar- 
mie- No, ſhe ſpoileth herſelf of all po- 
wer to commande,attributing that au- 

| F 4 


AGAINST THE REG 1- 

thoritie to God, of whomiſhe had her 
revelation and certitude to apoint Bas 
rak capitain, whiche after appeareth 
more plainlie. For when ſhe had decla- 
red to him the hole counſel of God,'a- 
pointing vnto him aſwell the nombre 
of his ſouldiors, as the tribes, owt of 
which they ſhuld be gathered: and whE 
the had apointed the place of the batel, 
(whiche ſhe coulde' not haue done, bur 
by eſpeciall reyclation of God) and 
had aſſured him of yi&orie in the name 

of God, and yet that he fainted and 0- 

penlic refuſed,to entre jnto that iour- 

ney except that the propheteſſe wold ac 

companie him, ſhedid vie againſt him 

no external power,ſhe did not threaten 

him with "bellios and death, but for 

aſſurance of his faint hart and weake co 
ſcience, being content to go with him, 
| ſhe pronounceth, that the gloricſhulde 
not be his in that journey, but that-rhe 
Lord ſhuld ſell Siſcra into the hand of 
| a woman.Such as haue more pleaſure in 
light then1n darknes, may clearlic per- 

=_ , that Debora\did vſurpe no ſuch 


power 
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powcr nor authoritie, as our-quenes do 
this day claime. But that ſhe, was in- 
dued with the ſpirit of wiſdome, of 
knowledge, and of the true feare of 
| God: and by the ſame ſhe-iudged the 
factes of thereſt of the peoples She re- 
buked their defefion and 1dolatry,yea 
and allo did. redreſle to her power, the 
inturies,that were done by man to man. 
Bur all this, I ſay, ſhe did bythe ſpirt- 
tuall {wordc, that is, by the worde of 
God,and not by any temporall regimet 
or authoritie, whiche ſhe did yiurpe 0- 
uer Iſ{racl.. In which, I ſuppole, at that 
time there was no laufull magiſtrate, by 
the reaſon of their greate affliction. 
For ſo: witneſſeth the hiſtoric, ſaying: 
And Ehud being dead, the Lorde {old 
Iſrael in to che hand of Iabin king of 
Canaan. And he by Siſera his capitain 
afflicted »Ifracl greatlie the ſpace of 
rwentie yeares. And Debora her ſelf,in 
her ſong of thankes geuing,contefſeth 
that before ſhe did ariſe mother in If- 
racl, and ia the dayes of Tael, there was 
nothing but aA So and trouble. If 
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any ſtickero the rerme, alledging that 
the holic ghoſt ſaith, that ſhe tudged 

| Iſrael:let them vnderſtand;that nether 
doththe Ebrue word,nether yet the La 

ent, 

« not 4- gr the execution of the teporall ſword, 

df 4 but.moſte commonlie is-taken in the 

of the - ſenſe, whiche we haue before expreſied. 
wil regi- For of Chriſt jt is{aid:heſhal indgema- 

Me ny aatios. And that he ſhall pronounce 

iſze 42. iudgementto the gentiles. And yer it 1s 

Mich.4. .euident,that.he was no miniſter of the 

temporal {word. God commandeth Ic- 

ruſalem and Juda to iudge betwixt him 
and his vineyarde, and yet heapointed 
not them all to be ciuil magiſtrates. To 

Ezb.zo Exechiclt: is ſaid: ſhalt thou not judge 

_—_—_ them ſonne of man?and after:thou ſon- 

_—34 ne of 'man, ſhalt thou not iadge ?ſhalt 

thou not iudge,I ſay,the citic of blood? 


and'alſo: behold, Iſhall iudge betwixt 
beaſt 5d bealt. And ſuch-places in great 
nombre,are to be founde howedout 
the hole ſcriptures, 3d yet I truſtno mi 
wilbe ſo fooliſh, as to thinke that any 
of the Prophercswere apointed py 

| to be 
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tobepolitike iudges, or to puniſhe the 
ſinnes of man, by corporal puniſhmer, 
No the maner of their iudgement is ex- 
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| preſſed in theſe wordes : Declare to FRech-2z 


them all their abominations, and thou 
ſhalt ſay to them: T hus ſaiththe Lorde 
God : a citie ſhedding blood in the 
middeſt of her,that her time may appro 
cheand which hath made idoles againſt 
her felfe, that ſhe might be polluted. 
Thou haſt tranſgreſfed in * blood 
which thou haſt ſhed,id thou art pollu 
red inthe idoles, which thou haſt made. 
Thus, I ſay, do the prophetes of God 
1d pres the Fenece of God 
againſt malefa&ors.And ſo Idoubt not 
but Debora judged, what time Iſrael 
had declined from God: rebuking their 
defefion,and exhorting them to repen 
tance, without vſurpationof any ciuill 
authoritie. And if the people gaue vnto 
her for a time any reuerence or honour, 
as her godlines and happie counſel did 
well deſerue,yet was it no ſuch empire, 
as our moſtres claime. For which of her 


ſonnes or nereſt kinſmen left ſhe ruler 


NOTE. 


AGAINST THE REGI- 


and tudge in Iſrael after her. Theholie 


An an- 
fwer to 


the ſecond 
ebrec lion. 


| what wo- 

man wold adde that whiche /gladlie they liſt not 
wot glad- ynderſtand:that beire rule or autho- 
| ritie ouer-man, can neuer be right nor 
inheritance to woman. For that can ne- 
uer be juſt inheritance to any. perſon, 


heare. 


ghoſt expreſſeth no ſuch thing.Wherot 
1t 15 cuident, that by her example God 
offreth no occaſion to cſtabltth any re- 
giment of women aboue men,realmes, 


and nations. | 
But now to the ſecond obieRion. 


: 


In whiche women require (as to them 


appcarcth)nothing but equitie and iu- 
ſtice. Whileſt they ad their patrones for 
them,require dominion and empire a- 
boue men, For this 1s their queſtion: Is 
it not lauful,thatwome haue thetrright 
and' inheritance, like as the doughters 
of Zalphead were commanded by the 
mouth of Moſes to haue their portion 


of grounde in their tribe? 


| Tanſwer, it is not onlie Jaufull that 
women poſleſle their inheritance, bur I 
affirme alſo that tuſtice and equitie re- 
uire, that ſo they do. But therwith 1 


whiche 
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whiche God by his word: hath plainlic 
denied vnto.them:but ro all wome hath 
God denied anthoritie aboue man,as 
moſte manifcſtlic is before declared: 
Therfore to her it can. yeuer be inhert- 
tance. And thus muſt the.aduocates of 
our ladies prouide ſome better exam- 
ple and ſftrongar argumer. For the lawe 
made in fauor of the doughters of Zal- 
head, will ſerue them ohion and al- 
{uredlic greate wonder it is, that in ſo 
greate light of Goddes trathe, men lift 
to propgpe wander in-darknes.For let the dowgh 
them poo of conſcience: tt the peti- !*75of Zal 


tion Oo any of thele fore named women phead de- 
. fired tores 


was tO reigne ouer any One tribe,Fca Or yy. over 
yct ouer;any one-man; within Iſrach »o. mim 
Plain it is, they did not;but onelic re- Fact 
quired, that they might haue.a; portion 

of ground.amoge the me of ther tribe, 

leſt, that the-name of, their father ſhuld 

be abolithed, And-this' was graunted 

vnto them without reſpc& hadto any 

ciuil regiment. And what makerh this, 

I pray you, for the eſtabliſhing; of this 
moſtruous empire of wome? The que- 
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"AGAINST THE REG 1- 
women tion isnot:1f women may not ſuccede 
my ſo 20 poſſeſſion, ſubſtance, patrimonie or 
beritance inberitanice; fuch'as fathers may leaue 
but not to tO*their children ; for that 1 willing- 
effic. lie grants But the\queſtionis:if women 
may {ſuceede to their fathers in offices, 

and chicflic to that office; the executor 
wherof doth occupie the place 2d thro 

neof God. And that I ablſolutelic de- 
tic:and feare not to ſay, that to-place n 
woman in authoritie aboue a'realme, is 

to pollute and pphane the royallſeate, 

the throne of juſtice, which oght ro be 

rhe throne of God and; thatro main- 

teine therti'in the ſame, is nothing els, 

but continuallie to rebell agatnit God. 

" Numzs One thing ther6'is yet to benoted and 
| obſerued inthe lawe made concerning 
'the "inheritance'of the" doughters of 
(Zalphead, to wit, that it-was forbid- 
:den ynto them to marie wichour their 
.owne tribe , leſt 'that ſuch portion as 
Fell to their lotre,ſhuld be tranſ{terred 
frome "one tribe to an other, and'fo 
| ſhuld thetribe of Manaſles be defrau- 

t + ded and fpoilcd of their inftinheritace 
a by 
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MENT OF WOMEN... . 48 
by their occa(i6.For auoiding of which 
it was commanded by Mofes,that they 
ſhuld maric in the familie or houſholde 
of the tribe.and kindred of their father. 
Wonder it is that the aduocatcs and pa- 
trones of the right of our ladiesdid not ys 
conſider and ponder this lawe before me 17 
that they counſeled the blinde princes nor mar- 
and ynworthie nobles of their coun- ke th# 
tries,to betray the liberties therof in to #9 
the handes of ſtrangiers. England for 
ſatiſfying of the inordinar appetites of 
that cruell monſtre Marie (ynworthie 
by reaſon of her bloodie tyranic, of the 
name of a, woman) bertrayed-(alas) to 
the proude {paniarde: and Scotland by 
the raſhe madnes of fooliſh gouerners, 
and: by the praQiſes of a craftje dame 
religncd likewiſe, vnder title of maria- 
geintothe po wer of Frace, Doth ſuch 
triſlation of realmes and natios pleaſc | 
the iuſtice of God,or is the poſleſſie by R ealomes 
ſuch means obreincd,lauful in his fight? gotten by 
Aſſured Iam that it is not. No other wi- fr<iſes Þ 
ſe,I ſay,then is that pollcil1io, wherunto —- V 
theues, murtherers , tyrannes and op- Nom. I's 
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AGAINST THE REGT 

preflors do attein by theft, murther, ry 
rannic,violece,deccit, and oppreſſion, 
whiche God of his ſecrete{(but yet moſt 
juſt) iudgement doth often permit for 
puniſhment, a{wel of the fuſferers ,as of 
the violent oppreſfors, but dorh neuer 


rm the ſame as lautull and godlie. 
of if he wold nor pernet that the inhe- 


\ ritance of the children of Trac! thuld 


NOTE, 


paſſe frome onetribe to an other by the 
pars {+ of. any doughter, notwitſtan- 
tirat they were all one people, all 


dins 
ſake one tonge, all were deſcended 


of one father,and all did proteſle ones 
God,and onereligion:If yet, | fay,God 
wold not ſuffer that the comoditie and 
viuall frute, which might be gathered 
of the portion of-grounde limited and 
afſigned to one tribe ſhulde paſte to 
an other: Will he ſuffer that the liber- 
tics, lawes, commodities and frutes of 
hole realmes and .nati6s, be geuen into 
the power and diftributis of others, by 
the reaſon of mariage,ad inthe powers 
of ſache, as beſides, that they be of a 


ſtrange tonge, of ſtrange maners and 


law 6s? 
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lawes, they are alſo ignorant of God, 
ennemies to his truth,deniers of Chriſt 

Teſus, perſecutors of his true membres, 

and haters of all vertue? As the odious 
nation of ſpaniardes doth manifeſtlie 
declare: who for very deſpit, which they The ſpa- 
do beare againſt Chriſte Teſus, whome mans 
their forefathers did crucifie(for Tewes "oY 
they are, as hiſtories do witnefle, and rag - 
they them ſelues confeſlc) do this day that Ma- 
make plaine warre againſt all true pro- wm a 
ſeſſors of his holie goſpell. And howe go ghd; 
blindlic and outragiouſlic the frenche ,41.qe. 
king, and his peſtilenrt prelares do fight 

againſt the veritic of God, the lamin 

fiers, which lick vp the innocent blood 

of Chriſtes merifÞres, do witneſſe, and ,, , 
by his cruel edictes 133 hotified and pro- Mayel, 
claimed. And 'yet to theſe two cruell ty- he hath / 
rannes (to France,and Spain I meane)is Pro: 


the right and- poſſeſſion of England med in 


France 4- 
and Scotland apointed.But iuſt or lau- 9.57 


full ſhall that poſſeſſion neuer be, till Ju as be 
God dochaungethe ſtatute of his for- 9 _ 
mer lawe: w hicke he will not do for the Linhanes 
pleaſure of ma. For he hath not created 


the earth to (atiſhe the ambirtio of two 
(3 1 


| AGAINST/THE REGHT- 

Atr7. or three tyrannes,but for the vnuuerſall 
ſced of Adam:and hath apointed ad de- 
fined the boundes of their habitation 
to diucrſc nattos, alligning diucrs coun 


tries as he him felte conftefjeth, ſpeaking 
pas tollraclin theſe wordes:You {hal ot 
\ bythe boundes and limites of your bre 
i therenthe ſonnes of Eſau, who dwell 
inmount Scir. T hey fhall feare you.But 
take diligent hede, that. ye ſhewe not 
-./ your {eiues cruel again(t them. For L 
| will geue you no part of their land. No 
| not the bredth of a foote. For mount 
Seir I hauc geuen- to Eſau to be poſlet- 
's ſed. And the ſame he doth witnefle of 
the {ones of Lot,to whom he had geue 
'  Dwat.zz, Arc to bepofleſied. AndMolesplainlic 
- affirmeth,rhat when the almightie did 
diſtribute,and diuide poſlefitons to the 
cntiles, and when he did diſperſe, and 
mer the ſonnes of men, that then he 
did apoint the limitcs and boundes of 
pcoples,for the, nomber of the ſonnes 
XoTE, of Irael. Wherof it is plain, that God 
| hath not, expoſed the earth in pray to 
tyrancs,making all-thing lautull, which 

by and murther they may poſ- 


it 
i' . (cle, 
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MENT OF WOMEN. 50 
ſeſſe, bur that he hath apointed to eucry 
ſeucralt nation, a feucrall pofleſſion, 
willing them to ſtand content (as natu- Cer? of- 
redid tcache an cthnik to aftirme) wit fedS.t. 
that potrion, whiche by lotte and iuſt 
meanes' they had inioyed. For what 
cauſcs God permirteth this his diſtribu 
tion to be troubled; and the realmes of 
auncietnations to be poſſeſfed of ſtri- 
piers, I delay at this time to intreate. 
On<lic this I hane recited to geue the 
worlde' to vnderſtand,that the reigne, 
empire, and anthorirte-of women, Path 
no groutide within Goddes feriptures: 
Yea that realmes or proninces pofleſ- Reals 
ſed by their mariage,is nothing but yn+ 5%" by 
inſt conquelt. For fo litle doth the lawe rope 7 
made for the dowughters of Zalphead cquest. 
helpe the cauſe of your quenes, that vt- | 
terlic it fighteth againſt them,borh da- 
hing their authoritic and fa. But now 
tothe thirde obiettion.” - 
'-Phe conſent, ſay they,of realmes and n/wer 
Lawespronounced/and admitred'inthis t he 
behalte, long con{uerude and cuſtome; ow 604 
together wich the telicitie of ſome wo- ETON 
2 £3240 "1; (3 2 
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AGAINST THE- REGH- 
men in thcir empires hauc eſtabliſhed 
their authoritie. I'o whome,I anſwer, 
that nether may the tyranic of princes, 
nether the fooliſhnes of people, nether 
wicked lawes made againſt God, ne- 

. theryet the felicitic that inthis carthe 
may Kher inſ{uc,make that thing lau- 
- full, whiche he by his word hath mani- 
feſtlie condemned. Forif the approba- 
tion of princes and people, lawes made 
by men, or the conſent of realmes, may 


eſtabliſhe any thing againſt God and 
his word,then ſhuld idolatrie be prefer 
red to the true religion. For mo realmes 
and nations,mo lawes and decrees pu- 
bliſhed by Emperours with comon con 
ſent of theircounſcls, haue eſtabliſhed 
- the one, then haue approued the other. 
And yet I thinke that no man of ſounde 
indgemet, will therfore iuſtific and de- 
fond idolatric. No more oght any man 
to mainteine this odious empire of wo 
 menzalthogh that it were approued of 
all me by their la wes. For the ſame God 
that in plain, wordes forbiddeth idola- 
tric, doth alſo forbidde the authoritie 
of women ouer man. As the wordes of 
ſaint 
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MENT OF WOMEN. « 
ſaint Paule before rehearſed do plainly - 
teach vs. And therfore whether women 
be depoſed from that vniuſt authorjtie 
(haue they neuer yſurped it ſo long) or 
iFall ſuch honor bedenied vnto x an Womers 
I feare not to affirme'that they are ne- my and 
ther defrauded of right,nor inheritan- * a 
ce. For to women can that honor neuer Fu 16 
be due nor laufull (muche lefſe inheri- thorive. 
tance) whiche God hath ſo manifeſtlic 
denicd vnto them. 

I am not ignorant that the ſubtill 
wittes of carnall men (which can neuer 
be broght vnder the obediece of God- 
des ſimple preceptes to maintein this 
monſtruous empire)haue yet two vaine 
ſhiftes. Firſt they alledge,that albeitwo 6n -ounoy 

. . - ls 

men may not abſ{olutelie rcigne by the 
{clues, becauſe they may nether fit in tud 
gement,nether pronounce ſentence;ne- 
ther exccute any publike office:yet may 
they do all ſuch thinbes by their lieute- 
nantes, deputies and judges ſubſtitute. 
Secondarilic, {ay they,a woma borne to 


rule ouer any realme,maychoſe het ahuf 
band, id to him ſhe may triſfer 5d geue 
ber authoritic and right.'Fo both Lan- 

in>d3dh1.10 02 G45 blu! 
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 AGAINST{ THE REG1- 

{werintewe wordes: Firſt that frome a 

corrupt and venomed fountgin can 

{pring no holſome water:Secondarilie 

x Bj no perſon hath power ito gcue the 

. thing, which dothnot inſtlic appertein 

womicay tothem f{elues: But the authoritic of a 

"— " ' woma is a corrupted fountein,ad ther- 

6 fore from her ca {pri lau- 
fer, fore fromhercgn neuer ſpring any lau 

ful offticer.She is not borne to rule oucr 

men: and therfore ſhe can apointe none 

by her gift,nor by her power(whichſhe 

| hathnot)to the place of a laufull magi- 

Let En- itrat. And before who {ocuer 'recet- 

glad and yeth of a womi, office or authoritie,are 
—— adulterous and baſtard officers before 

God. This may appeare\traunge at the 

firſt cbtders fi: if we will be as in- 


F 


*___ differet adequall inthe cauſe of God, 


as that we can be in the cauſe of man, 
 thereaſonthailſodeinhe appeare. The 
caleſupoſed,that a tyrine by coſpiracte 
_ viurped theroyall ſeat ad dignitic of a 
| king,id inthe ſame did fo eſtabliſh him 
ſelfe, that he apointed officers, and did 
what himliſt for a time, and in this me- 
ane rime,the natiue king made ſtreit1n- 
| libition to all his ſubiectes, that none 
| ſhuld adhere to this traitor,nether yet re 
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.ceine any dignititc of htm, yet neuerthe 
"lefle they wold: honorthe ſame traitor 


as king, and become his officers. in all af 
faircs of the realme. If aftcr,thenatiue 
rincedid recoucr his tuſt honor ad poſ 
ſefſi6, ſhuld he repute orc{teme any ma 
of the traitors apointemet for alaufull 
magiſtrate? or tor his frende and true 
{ubiect? or ſhuld he not rather with one 
ſcnrece condene the head with the mem 
bres? And if ſo heſhuld do, who were a= 
ble to accuſe him of rigor?muchleſle to 
condemne his {entece of iniuſtice. And: 
dare we denie the ſame;power toGod 
inthe like caſe?For that womaretgneth _ 


aboucmi,lhe hath obteined it by trea(o 


and-coſpiracic .comitted againſt God. 
Howe canit be then,that the being cri— 
minall id giltic of treaſon againſt God) 
comitted, can apointe any officer, plea- 
ſing in his{rght?It is a thing impoſlible. 
Wherefore let men that recceiue of wo- 
men aut horitic;honor or officc, be moſt 99" 


SW pr rage tho- - 
aſſurcdly perſuaded, that in {6 maintei-/,;,-* - 


ning; that vſurped power, they declare; bel a 
them {clues cnnemics to God'.: If any gainſt 
thinke, that becauſe + the realme and %* 


AGAINST 'THE 'REG1- 
cſtates therof, haue geuen their conſen 
tes toa woman, /and haue eſtabliſhed 
her, and her authoritie: that therfore it 
islaufull and acceprable betore God: 
lettheſamemenremcmbre what I haue 
ſaid before,towit,that God can not ap 
prouethe doingnor conſent of any mul, 
titude, cocluding any thing againſt his 
worde and ordinance,and i Ie th 
muſt haue amore aſſured deteſe agdinls 
the wrath-of God, then the approba- 
tion.and coſent of a blinded multitude, 
orellesthey ſhallnotbeableto ſtand in, 
the Donn ofthe conſuming fer: that. 
is, they muſt acknowledge that the re- 
giment of a woman'isa thing moſt o- 
dious in the e295 of God. wp hu 
r 


refuſe to be her officers; becauſc ſhes a 
traitoreſſe and rebell againſt God.-And 
finallic they muſt ſtudic to repreſſc her 


, inordinate oo and tyrannic to the 


vttermoſtof their power. T heſame is 


the dutic of the -nobilitic and eſtates, 
by whoſe blindnes a woman is promo-- 
ted. Firſt in ſo farre, as they haue moſte 
haynouſlic offended againſt God, pla- 
cing inauthoritic ſuche as God by his 


_ worde 
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worde hath remoued frome the ſame; 
vnfeinedly they oght to call for mercie, 

and being admoniſhed of their error 

and damnable fact, in ſigne and token 

of true repentance, with. common con- 

{ent they oght to retreate- that, which 
ynaduiſedlic and by ignorace they hauc 
pronounced,and oght without further 

delay to remoue from authority all ſuch 
perſones, as by vſurpation,violence, or 
tyrannic,.do pollceſle the ſame. For {o 

did Iracl and Iuda after they had re- 

uolted from Dauid, and Iuda alone 1n 

the dayes of Athalia. For after that ſhe z.Regar 
by murthering her{onnes children, had 
obteined the empire ouer the land, and 

had moſt ynhappelic reigned in Iuda 
ſixycars, Ichoiada the high prieſt called 
together the capitaines and chief rulers ,,,,z. 
ofthe people, and ſhewing to them the this fa, 
kinges {one Toas, did binde them by an fir# agre 
othe to depole that wicked woma, and oy =-_ 
to-promotethe king to. his royall ſeat, [,,e pro- 
whiche they faithfullic did, killinge at nownced. 
his comandement- not onlie that cruell 

and miſcheyous woma,but alſo the peo 

ple did deſtroic the teple of Baal,break 
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AGAINST THE REGI- 
his altars and images, and kill Mathan 
Baales high pricft before his altars.T he 
ſame 15s the dutice aſwell of the eſtatcs, 
as of the people that hath bene blinded. 
Firſt they oght to remoue frome honor 
and authoritic, that monſtre in' nature 
(ſo call a woman cled in the habit of 
man, yea'a woman againſt nature rei- 
gningaboue man ).Secondarilic it any 


preſume todefende that impietie, they 


oght not to feare, firſt to pnounce, and 
then after to execute againſt rhe the {en 
tece of deathe.If any man be affraid to 
violat the oth of obedicce, which they 
haue made to ſuche moſtres,let them be 
moſt aſſuredlyperfuaded,;that asthe be- 
ginning of their othes, proceding from 
oor finne, ſo 1s the obitinate 
purpole to kepe the ſame,nothinge but 
plaine rebellio againſt God.But of this 
mater in theſecond blaſt, God willing, 


 weſhall ſpeake more ar large. 


And nowets put/an end tothe firſt | 


w blaſt, ſeing that by the ordre of nature, 


by the maledi&tion and curſepronoun- 
ced againſt wornan, by the mouth of S: 
Paule the interpreter of Goddes {cnten 


MEN-T OF W OMEN.. 54 
ce, by the cxample of that common 
welth,in whiche God by his word plan 
red ordre and policie, and finallic by 
the indgement of the moſt godlie wri- 
ters, God hath deieted woman frome 
rule, dominion,empire, and authori- 
tie aboue man, Morcouer, {cing that 
nether the example of Debora, nether 
the-lawe made tor the doughters. of 
Zalphead, nether yer the foolithe con- 
ſent of an ignorant multitude,be- able 
to 1ultifhe IG whiche God1o plain- 


lie hath. codemned : let all men ta- Anadmo 
ke hede what quarell and cauſe frome 99 


hence furthe 'they do defend , If God 
raiſe vp any noble harte to vendicat 
the libertieofhis countrie, and to ſup- 
preſſe the monſtruous:empire of wo- 
men, let all fuche as ſhal preſume to de- 
fend them in the ſame, moſte certeinlie 
knowe, that in ſo'doing, they lift their 
had againſt God,and that one day;they 
ſhall tinde his power to fight againſ 
their fooliſhnes. Let not the faithfull, 
gpctie: and yaliant: hartes of Chriſtes 
ouldiours be vtterlie diſcouraged, ne- 
ther yer let the tyrannes retoile, albeit 
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| AGAINST THE REGI- 
*s for a' time they triumphe againſt ſuch 
| as ſtudie to repreſle theirtyrannic, and 
ro remoue them from vniuſt authoritie. 
For the cauſes alone, why he ſuffereth 
the ſouldiours to fail in batel, whome 
neuerthelefle he commandeth to fight 
as ſomtimes did Iſracl fighting againſt. 
Benjamin. The cauſe of the Iſraelites 
was moſt juſt:for it wastopuniſhe that. : 
horrible abominatis6 of thoſe ſonnes of 
Iudic.20 Belial,abuſing the Jeuites wife, whome 
theBeniamites did defed. And they had 
Goddes. rome ro aſſure them of well 
doing.For hedid not onche commade 
them to fight, but alſo apointed Iuda to 
be their leader and capitain, ad yer fell 
they twiſein plain batel againſt thoſe 
moſt wicked adulterers. | 
God T he ſecret cauſe of this, I ſay,is kno we 
| pmitieth to' God alone:But by his cuidet ſcriptu 
| Jomiimes veg wemay afſuredly garher,that by ſuch 
1 Far" means doth his wi{dome f{otimes, beat 
| To fallin downe the pride of thefleth (for the If- 
- bazel. raclites at thefirſte truſted in their mul 
titude, power id ſtt&gth,and ſomt1mes 
| by ſuch ouerthrowes, he'will puniſh the 
offenſcs of hisownechildre, and bring 


them 
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them to the ynfeined knowledge of the 

ſame, betor@he,will geue them victorie 

againſt che manifeſt coteners, whom he 

hath apoited ncuerthelefſe to vttermoſt 

perdition:: as the cnd of that batel did 

witneſle.For althogh with greate mur- 

ther the children of Iſrael did twiſe fall 

before the Beiamites, yct after they had 

wept before the Lorde, aftcr they had 

Cited ad madeſacritice in figne of their 

ynfeined repentance, they f preuailed 

againſt that proudetribe of Beniamin, 

that after 25. thouſande ſtrong men of 

warre were killed in batel,they deſtroy- 1»dc.20 

ed man, woma,childe and beaſte, al well 

inthe ficldes, as inthe citics, whiche all 

were burned with hier, ſo that onelie of 

that hole tribe remained fix hundreth 

men, who fled to the wildernes, where 

they remained foure monethes, and ſo 

were {aucd. I he ſlameGod, who did exe NOTE. 

cute this greuous puniſhmet, cue by the 

hadesof R tt win he ſuffred twileto 

be oucrcomen in batcl,doth this day re- 

tein hispowerad iuſtice.CurſedIeſabel 

of Englad, with the peſtilent ad detetta 

ble gencratio of papiſtes,make no litle 


: 
- | | . | ; 4 a 
4* o a 
; _ % o 
i " 
4 s 
: 


AGAINST" THE REGH-. 
bragge and boxſt, that they have criuny- 
phed'not only againſt Wyct, but alſo a-/ 
ons all ſuch as have entrepriſed any 
[If 


ing againſt the or their procedinges. 

But let "IE and them conltder, that yet 

they haue not preuailed againſt god, his 

throne is more high,then that the 1egth 

of their hornes be able toreache. And 

let them further collider, that in the be- 

ginning of this their 'bloodie retgne, 

4 the harneſt of their iniquiric wasnot co 

men to full matnritic and ripenes. No, 

it was ſo grene,ſolecret'I meane,fo co- 

vered, and ſo hid with hypocrific, that 

ſore men (cuen the feruantes of God) 

thoght it not impoſſible, but that wol- 

ues might bechaged into labes,ad allo 

that the vipere might remoue her natu- 

ral yenom. But God, who doth renele in 

his [ave apointed the ſecretes of hartes, 

and that will haue his indgemetes tuſti- 

fied cuen by the verie wicked, hath now: . - 
mtr open teſtimonie of her and their 
zeaſtlie crueltie. For mani and woma,le- 

_ arned and vnlearned, nobles 2d men of 

biaſer ſorte,aged fathers andtendre da- 
-miſelles >and finailie'the borics of the 
| Fs ee + dead, 
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dead, alwcll wome as me hauetaſted of 
x wes tyranic, ſo that now not onlie the 
blood of father Latimer, of the milde 
man of God the biſhop of Citorburie, 
of learned and diſcrete Ridley,of inno- 
cent ladie Ianc dudley,and many godly 
and worthic preachers, thar can not be 
forgotten, ſuch asfier hath coſumed,ad 
the ſworde of tyrannic moſte yniuſtlic 
hath ſhed,doth call for vegeavce in the 
earcs of the Lord God of hoſtcs: but 
alſo the ſobbes and tcares of the poore 
oppreſlcd, the groninges of the ange- 
les, the watch menof the Lord, yea and 
everie carthlic creature abuſed by their 
tyrannie do continuallic crie and call 
for the haſtie cxccution of the ſame. I 

feare not to ſay,that the day of vengean 
ce, whiche ſhall apprehend that horri- 
ble monſtre Icſabel of England, and 
ſuche as maintcin, her monſtruous cru- 
eltic, is alredic apointed in the coun- 
ſel of the Etcrnall : and I vyerclic be- 
leue that it is ſo nigh, that ſhe ſhall not 
reigne ſo long in tyrannie, as hitherto 


ſhe hath done, when God ſhall decla- 
re him ſelfe to be her ennemic, when 
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_ according to hi wigs ſha 
the ding 4M as {orimes. | | 

her with deadly hatred againſt her,that 
avtho they may execute hjsiud tes. And. 
e of all = fore Irfuch _ hs lam ger 
. what uredlic her empire 

| eigneis2 wall withour Foundio:! 
neane the ſame of the authoritie of all 
wome.It hath bene oo nd Et this 
blind time that ispaſt;with rhe fooliſh 
nes of le,id withthe wicked lawes 
' bf ignorit 5d tyrinous princes. Butthe 
| xs of Goddes aur 6 iclaideto 
rotte ${Tinclude the Popes 
lawe rags 1/>tavey preſentlie they 
| burn,albeit weeſpienot the flame: whe 
they are coſumed, (as ſhortlic they will 
be ,for ſtuble id drietimbre'can notlog | 
indure the fier)thatrort© wall;the vſur-. 
edad vntuſtempire of wome ſhall fall 
y it (cif in deſpitof allmani;tothe de- 
ftracion of fo'manic, a5*ſhall labor to 
v a it-And therfore' let all manbe 
aduertiſcd, for the! trumpet. hath ones 

 blowen. | 
Praife God'ye thar f-arc him. 


Ia "A SAP wer & 


